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WATER OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH  
FESTIVAL OF THE REFORMATION 
OCTOBER 26, 2025    10 AM 
 
PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL     T     SEEK THE THIRSTY      T     TEACH THE WORD 

 
 

PROCESSIONAL  (Please stand and face the processional cross) 
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN   

The Lord, My God, Be Praised  LSB 794, v. 1-3 
 

 

 

 

 
 
INVOCATION  Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 

 
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS          
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CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION  Psalm 124:8; 130:3-4        
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,   
C Who made heaven and earth. 
 
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?   
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.  
 
P Together as His people, let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, 

our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: 
God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 
(Silence for reflection and self-examination)  
 
P Gracious God, 
C You know my poor soul and my great failings, which I confess and 

deplore before You with an open heart.  Alas, I find that I do not 
have the kind of will and resolve I certainly ought to have and that  
I am daily falling as a failing, sinful human being.   You know that I 
desire to have such will and resolve, but my enemy leads me bound 
and captive.  Redeem me, a poor sinner, according to Your divine 
will, from every evil and temptation.  Strengthen and increase in 

 me the true faith in You; grant me grace to love my neighbor with 
all my heart, honestly and as I do myself, as my brother or sister.  
Grant me patience in persecution and in every adversity.  You have 
promised to forgive, and You have told us to ask of You with 
confidence.  So I come in reliance on this command and promise 

 of Yours and confess and deplore before You all my sin, for You are 
the shepherd of my soul.  Your will be done and blessed forever.  
Amen.    (from a prayer of Martin Luther) 

  

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of 
the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 
 
   

Service of the Word 
 
INTROIT    Psalm 34:1-2, 11, 22; antiphon: Ps. 119:46 
 

P I will speak of your testimonies before kings, O Lord, and shall not be put 
to shame. 

C I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall continually be in my 
mouth. 
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P My soul makes its boast in the Lord; let the humble hear and be glad. 
C Come, O children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord. 
 

P The Lord redeems the life of his servants; none of those who take refuge in 
him will be condemned. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 
KYRIE           
 

P Lord, have mercy. 
C Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE   

The Lord, My God, Be Praised  LSB 794, v. 4 
 

 

 

 

 
 

SALUTATION    
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY    
 

P Let us pray. 
C Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your 

faithful people.  Keep us steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect 
and deliver us in times of temptation, defend us against all enemies, 
and grant to Your Church Your saving peace; through Jesus Christ, 
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Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
FIRST READING  Revelation 14:6-7 
 

 6Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to 
proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language 
and people.  7And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, 
because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship him who made 
heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water.” 
 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
GRADUAL  Psalm 48:1a, 12-14a         
 

P Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised in the city of our God! 
C Walk about Zion, go around her, number her towers, consider well 

her ramparts, go through her citadels, 
P That you may tell the next generation that this is God, our God forever 
 and ever. 

 
EPISTLE READING  Romans 3:19-28 
 

 19Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under 
the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held 
accountable to God.  20For by works of the law no human being will be justified 
in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin. 
 21But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, 
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22the righteousness of 
God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe.  For there is no distinction:  
23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are justified by his 
grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put 
forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith.  This was to show 
God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over 
former sins.  26It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he 
might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
 27Then what becomes of our boasting?  It is excluded.  By what kind of law?  
By a law of works?  No, but by the law of faith.  

28For we hold that one is 
justified by faith apart from works of the law. 
 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
(Please rise) 
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ALLELUIA & VERSE  Luke 12:32         
 

P Alleluia. Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give 
you the kingdom. 

C Alleluia.    

 
THE HOLY GOSPEL  John 8:31-36 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 31So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my 
word, you are truly my disciples, 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will 
set you free.”  33They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have 
never been enslaved to anyone.  How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” 
 34Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin 
is a slave to sin.  35The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son 
remains forever.  36So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
SECOND ARTICLE OF THE APOSTLES’ CREED  
& LUTHER’S EXPLANATION 
 

C I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third 
day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits 
at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will 
come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

 I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from 
eternity, and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord, who 
has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won 
me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not 
with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His 
innocent suffering and death, that I may be His own and live under 
Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, 
innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives 
and reigns to all eternity. 
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SERMON HYMN   
By Grace I’m Saved  LSB 566 
 

 

 

 

 
 
5 By grace to timid hearts that tremble, 

    In tribulation’s furnace tried, 
By grace, in spite of fear and trouble, 
    The Father’s heart is open wide. 
Where could I help and strength secure 
  If grace were not my anchor sure? 

 
6 By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying; 

    In Jesus’ promise I rejoice; 
For though I know my heart’s condition, 
    I also know my Savior’s voice. 
My heart is glad, all grief has flown 
 Since I am saved by grace alone. 

 
SERMON  Rev. Shawn Deterding 
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OFFERING 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 
  

Service of the Sacrament 
 

PREFACE    
 

P The Lord be with you.   

C And also with you. 
 
P Lift up your hearts.   

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 2 Tim. 4:22; Col. 3:1; Ps. 136 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
 for You have set us free and justified us by Your grace, as a gift through 

the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom You put forward as a 
propitiation by His blood.  Because He is now risen from the dead and 
lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him are set free from the 
power of sin and death and will rise again to new life in the city of God, 
the place of Your holy habitation.  Therefore with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
SANCTUS   

Holy, Holy, Holy  LSB 507, v. 4 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, for You have had mercy on us and have 
given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have eternal life.  Grant that all who partake of Christ’s holy 
body and blood this day be sanctified in body and soul and spirit and 
finally be granted our place in Your eternal kingdom.  This we ask through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13 
 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matt. 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-25 

 
PAX DOMINI  John 20:19 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
C Amen. 

 
DISTRIBUTION  ~ Welcome to the Lord’s Table.  (An usher will direct you.) 

 
DISTRIBUTION SONG    
 

A Mighty Fortress  CCLI #5488935 
 

Our God is a consuming fire, a burning holy flame, with glory and freedom. 
Our God is the only righteous judge, ruling over us with kindness and wisdom. 

And we will keep our eyes on You, we will keep our eyes on You. 
 

Chorus:  A mighty fortress is our God.  A sacred refuge is Your name. 
Your Kingdom is unshakable and with You forever we will reign. 

 
Our God is jealous for His own. 

None could comprehend His love and His mercy. 
Our God is exalted on His throne, high above the heavens, forever He is worthy. 

And we will keep our eyes on You, we will keep our eyes on You.  Chorus 
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We will keep our eyes on You, we will keep our eyes on You. 
So, we can set our hearts on You, Lord, we will set our hearts on You.  Chorus 

 
DISTRIBUTION SONG    
How Deep the Father’s Love For Us  CCLI #1558110 
 

How deep the Father's love for us, how vast beyond all measure 
That He should give His only Son to make a wretch His treasure. 

How great the pain of searing loss.  The Father turns His face away 
As wounds which mar the Chosen One bring many sons to glory. 

 
Behold the Man upon a cross, my sin upon His shoulders. 

Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice call out among the scoffers. 
It was my sin that held Him there until it was accomplished; 

His dying breath has brought me life.  I know that it is finished. 
 

I will not boast in anything:  No gifts, no pow’r, no wisdom. 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ:  His death and resurrection. 

Why should I gain from His reward?  I cannot give an answer. 
But this I know with all my heart:  His wounds have paid my ransom. 

 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  
 

P Lord of hosts, we thank and praise You for blessing us with Your body and 
blood. Still our souls and gladden our hearts so that we exalt You among 
the nations and throughout the whole earth; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
BENEDICAMUS   
 

P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
BENEDICTION    Psalm 46:1, 7, 10-11; Numbers 6:24-26 
 

P God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
C The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
 

P “Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will 
be exalted in the earth!” 

C The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
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P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
C Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN   
A Mighty Fortress Is Our God  LSB 656 
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T        T        T 
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reserved.  Used by permission.  Hymns are public domain. 
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