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WATER OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH  
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
SEPTEMBER 14, 2025    10 AM 
 

PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL    T    SEEK THE THIRSTY    T   TEACH THE WORD 
 

 
T   Preparation  T 

 
OPENING HYMN   

Jesus Sinners Doth Receive  LSB 609, v. 1-5 
 

 

 

 

 
 
INVOCATION 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 
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RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 
 

 
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION          
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8-9   
 
(Silence for reflection and self-examination) 
 
P Let us confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.  
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of 
the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

T   Service of the Word  T 
 
INTROIT  Psalm 30:2-5         
 

P O Lord my God, I cried to you for help, and you have healed me. 
C O Lord, you have brought up my soul from Sheol; you restored me to 

life from among those who go down to the pit.    
 

P Sing praises to the Lord, O you his saints, and give thanks to his holy name. 
C For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a lifetime.    
 

P Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the morning. 
C    Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 
KYRIE           
 

P Lord, have mercy. 
C Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.    
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HYMN OF PRAISE   

Jesus Sinners Doth Receive  LSB 609, v. 6-7 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
SALUTATION    
 

P The Lord be with you.      
C And also with you. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY    
 

P Let us pray. 
C Lord Jesus, You are the Good Shepherd, without whom nothing is 

secure.  Rescue and preserve us that we may not be lost forever but 
follow You, rejoicing in the way that leads to eternal life; for You live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING  Ezekiel 34:11-24 
 

 11“For thus says the Lord God:  Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and 
will seek them out.  12As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his 
sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue 
them from all places where they have been scattered on a day of clouds and 
thick darkness.  13And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them 
from the countries, and will bring them into their own land.  And I will feed them 
on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the 
country.  14I will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of 
Israel shall be their grazing land.  There they shall lie down in good grazing land, 
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and on rich pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel.  15I myself will be 
the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, declares the 
Lord God.  16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind 
up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong 
I will destroy.  I will feed them in justice. 
 17“As for you, my flock, thus says the Lord God:  Behold, I judge between 
sheep and sheep, between rams and male goats.  18Is it not enough for you to 
feed on the good pasture, that you must tread down with your feet the rest of 
your pasture; and to drink of clear water, that you must muddy the rest of the 
water with your feet?  19And must my sheep eat what you have trodden with 
your feet, and drink what you have muddied with your feet? 
 20“Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them:  Behold, I, I myself will judge 
between the fat sheep and the lean sheep.  21Because you push with side and 
shoulder, and thrust at all the weak with your horns, till you have scattered them 
abroad, 22I will rescue my flock; they shall no longer be a prey.  And I will judge 
between sheep and sheep.  23And I will set up over them one shepherd, my 
servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their 
shepherd.  24And I, the Lord, will be their God, and my servant David shall be 
prince among them. I am the Lord; I have spoken.” 
 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
GRADUAL  Psalm 34:9, 19, alt.         
 

P Fear the Lord, you his saints, for those who fear him lack nothing! 
C Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord delivers him 

out of them all.    

 
EPISTLE READING 1 Timothy 1:5-17 
 

 5The aim of our charge is love that issues from a pure heart and a good 
conscience and a sincere faith.  6Certain persons, by swerving from these, have 
wandered away into vain discussion, 7desiring to be teachers of the law, without 
understanding either what they are saying or the things about which they make 
confident assertions. 
 8Now we know that the law is good, if one uses it lawfully, 9understanding 
this, that the law is not laid down for the just but for the lawless and 
disobedient, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those 
who strike their fathers and mothers, for murderers, 10the sexually immoral, 
men who practice homosexuality, enslavers, liars, perjurers, and whatever else 
is contrary to sound doctrine, 11in accordance with the glorious gospel of the 
blessed God with which I have been entrusted. 
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 12I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he 
judged me faithful, appointing me to his service, 13though formerly I was a 
blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent.  But I received mercy because 
I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14and the grace of our Lord overflowed for 
me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.  15The saying is trustworthy 
and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners, of whom I am the foremost.  16But I received mercy for this reason, that 
in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an 
example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life.  17To the King of 
ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
(Please rise) 
 
ALLELUIA & VERSE  Luke 15:10         
 

P Alleluia. I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner 
who repents. 

C Alleluia.    
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL  Luke 15:1-10 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
 1Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear [Jesus].  
2And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners 
and eats with them.” 
 3So he told them this parable:  

4“What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if 
he has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and 
go after the one that is lost, until he finds it?  5And when he has found it, he lays 
it on his shoulders, rejoicing.  6And when he comes home, he calls together his 
friends and his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my 
sheep that was lost.’  7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over 
one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no 
repentance. 
 8“Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light 
a lamp and sweep the house and seek diligently until she finds it?  9And when 
she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice 
with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’  10Just so, I tell you, there is joy 
before the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 
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P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED   
  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
       maker of heaven and earth. 
 

  And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
       born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
       was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell. 
       The third day He rose again from the dead. 
  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand 
   of God the Father Almighty. 
       From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life T everlasting.  Amen. 
 
SERMON HYMN   

Lamb of God  LSB 550 
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SERMON  Rev. Shawn Deterding 

 
OFFERING 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 
T   Service of the Sacrament  T 

 
PREFACE   
 

P The Lord be with you. 2 Tim. 4:22 

C And also with you. 
 
P Lift up your hearts.  Col. 3:1  

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  Ps. 136  

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having created all things, took on human flesh 
and was born of the virgin Mary.  For our sake He died on the cross and 
rose from the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and 
gaining for You a holy people.  Therefore with angels and archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

 
SANCTUS   

Holy, Holy, Holy  LSB 507, v. 4 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

P Blessed are You, O Lord of heaven and earth.  We thank You for having 
sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, to be our Redeemer.  Even as You 
call us now to this Table to receive our Savior’s body and blood, let Your 
servants hear Your word of forgiveness and grace to strengthen and 
sustain us.  Hear us now as we pray in His name and in the words He has 
taught us: 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matt. 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-25 

 
PAX DOMINI  John 20:19 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
C Amen. 

 
DISTRIBUTION  ~ Welcome to the Lord’s Table.  (An usher will direct you.) 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN    
Come, Let Us Eat  LSB 626 
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DISTRIBUTION SONG    
Even So Come  CCLI #7036288 
 

All of creation, all of the earth make straight a highway, 
A path for the Lord;  Jesus is coming soon. 

Call back the sinner, wake up the saint, 
Let ev'ry nation shout of Your fame; Jesus is coming soon. 

 
Chorus:  Like a bride waiting for her groom, 

We'll be a Church ready for You. 
Ev'ry heart longing for our King ,we sing: 

Even so, come, Lord Jesus come. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus come. 

 
There will be justice, all will be new. 
Your name forever, faithful and true; 

Jesus is coming soon.  Chorus 
 

So we wait, we wait for You. 
God, we wait; You're coming soon. 

So we wait, we wait for You. 
God, we wait; You're coming soon.  Chorus 

 
 
 



10 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  
 

P We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
BENEDICAMUS    Psalm 103:1 
 

P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
BENEDICTION    Numbers 6:24-26 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you... 
C Amen. 

 
CLOSING SONG  (Video Screen)    
He Is Exalted  CCLI #17827 

 

 

He is exalted, the King is exalted on high, I will praise Him. 
He is exalted, forever exalted, and I will praise His name! 

He is the Lord, forever His truth shall reign. 
Heaven and earth rejoice in His holy name. 
He is exalted, the King is exalted on high! 

(Repeat) 
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