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WATER OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH  
TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
AUGUST 31, 2025    10 AM 
 

PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL    T    SEEK THE THIRSTY    T   TEACH THE WORD 
 

 
T   Preparation  T 

 
OPENING HYMN   

Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng  LSB 813 
 

 

 

 

 
 
5 Still lift your standard high, 

    Still march in firm array, 
As pilgrims through the darkness wend 
    Till dawns the golden day.  Refrain 

 
6 At last the march shall end; 

    The wearied ones shall rest; 
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The pilgrims find their home at last, 
    Jerusalem the blest.  Refrain 

 
D 7 Praise Him who reigns on high, 

    The Lord whom we adore: 
The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
    One God forevermore. Refrain 

 
INVOCATION 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 

 
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION          
 

P Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 
sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ to grant us forgiveness.   Hebrews 10:22 

 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
C Who made heaven and earth.  Psalm 124:8   
 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C And You forgave the iniquity of my sin. Psalm 32:5   
 
(Silence for reflection and self-examination) 
 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment.  But I am heartily sorry for them 
and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy 
and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, 

 a poor, sinful being. 
 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 
and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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T   Service of the Word  T 
 
INTROIT  Psalm 75:1-2, 6, 9; antiphon: v.7         
 

P It is God who executes judgment, putting down one and lifting up 
another. 

C We give thanks to you, O God; we give thanks, for your name is near.  
 We recount your wondrous deeds.    
 

P At the set time that I appoint I will judge with equity. 
C For not from the east or from the west and not from the wilderness 

comes lifting up.    
 

P But I will declare it forever; I will sing praises to the God of Jacob. 
C    Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
 
KYRIE           
 

P Lord, have mercy. 
C Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.    
 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS   

Glory to God in the Highest  LSB, p. 204 
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SALUTATION    
 

P The Lord be with you.      
C And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY    
 

P Let us pray. 
C O Lord of grace and mercy, teach us by Your Holy Spirit to follow 
 the example of Your Son in true humility, that we may withstand 
 the temptations of the devil and with pure hearts and minds avoid 

ungodly pride; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
 and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING  Proverbs 25:2-10 
 

2It is the glory of God to conceal things, 
 but the glory of kings is to search things out. 
3As the heavens for height, and the earth for depth, 
 so the heart of kings is unsearchable. 
4Take away the dross from the silver, 
 and the smith has material for a vessel; 
5take away the wicked from the presence of the king, 
 and his throne will be established in righteousness. 
6Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence 
 or stand in the place of the great, 
7for it is better to be told, “Come up here,” 
 than to be put lower in the presence of a noble. 
What your eyes have seen 
 8do not hastily bring into court, 
for what will you do in the end, 
 when your neighbor puts you to shame? 
9Argue your case with your neighbor himself, 
 and do not reveal another’s secret, 
10lest he who hears you bring shame upon you, 
 and your ill repute have no end. 
 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
GRADUAL  Psalm 34:9, 19, alt.         
 

P Fear the Lord, you his saints, for those who fear him lack nothing! 
C Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord delivers him 

out of them all.    
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EPISTLE READING Hebrews 13:1-17 
 

 1Let brotherly love continue.  
2Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, 

for thereby some have entertained angels unawares.  3Remember those who are 
in prison, as though in prison with them, and those who are mistreated, since 
you also are in the body.  4Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the 
marriage bed be undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and 
adulterous.  5Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what 
you have, for he has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”  6So we can 
confidently say, “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear; what can man do to me?” 
 7Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God.  Consider 
the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith.  8Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday and today and forever.  9Do not be led away by diverse and strange 
teachings, for it is good for the heart to be strengthened by grace, not by foods, 
which have not benefited those devoted to them.  10We have an altar from which 
those who serve the tent have no right to eat.  11For the bodies of those animals 
whose blood is brought into the holy places by the high priest as a sacrifice for 
sin are burned outside the camp.  12So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in 
order to sanctify the people through his own blood.  13Therefore let us go to 
him outside the camp and bear the reproach he endured.  14For here we have 
no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to come.  15Through him then let us 
continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that 
acknowledge his name.  16Do not neglect to do good and to share what you 
have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 
 17Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over 
your souls, as those who will have to give an account.  Let them do this with joy 
and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you. 
 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
(Please rise) 
 
ALLELUIA & VERSE  Luke 14:11         
 

P Alleluia.  Everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, 
C And he who humbles himself will be exalted. Alleluia.    
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL  Luke 14:1-14 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
 1One Sabbath, when [Jesus] went to dine at the house of a ruler of the 
Pharisees, they were watching him carefully.  2And behold, there was a man 
before him who had dropsy.   

3And Jesus responded to the lawyers and Pharisees, 
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saying, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath, or not?”  4But they remained silent.  
Then he took him and healed him and sent him away.  5And he said to them, 
“Which of you, having a son or an ox that has fallen into a well on a Sabbath day, 
will not immediately pull him out?”  6And they could not reply to these things. 
 7Now he told a parable to those who were invited, when he noticed how they 
chose the places of honor, saying to them, 8“When you are invited by someone 
to a wedding feast, do not sit down in a place of honor, lest someone more 
distinguished than you be invited by him, 9and he who invited you both will 
come and say to you, ‘Give your place to this person,’ and then you will begin 
with shame to take the lowest place.  10But when you are invited, go and sit in 
the lowest place, so that when your host comes he may say to you, ‘Friend, 
move up higher.’  Then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at 
table with you.  11For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who 
humbles himself will be exalted.”  12He said also to the man who had invited 
him, “When you give a dinner or a banquet, do not invite your friends or your 
brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, lest they also invite you in return 
and you be repaid.  13But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, 
the lame, the blind, 14and you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you.  
You will be repaid at the resurrection of the just.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED   
  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
       maker of heaven and earth. 
 

  And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
       born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
       was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell. 
       The third day He rose again from the dead. 
  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand 
   of God the Father Almighty. 
       From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life T everlasting.  Amen. 
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SERMON HYMN   

The Lord, My God, Be Praised  LSB 794 
 

 

 

 

 
 
SERMON  Rev. Shawn Deterding 
 
OFFERING 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

T   Service of the Sacrament  T 

 
PREFACE   
 

P The Lord be with you. 2 Tim. 4:22 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts.  Col. 3:1  

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  Ps. 136  

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and all places 
give thanks to You, Lord our God, for You have graciously blessed us 
through the Word Incarnate, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who for our sake died 
on the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to death.  Therefore with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven, we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
SANCTUS   

Holy, Holy, Holy  LSB 507, v. 4 
 

 

 

 

 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of all creation, for You have had 
mercy on us and have shown Your gracious power to us through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord.  We give You thanks that in His most Holy 
Supper, You reveal Your sacred presence among us and number us with 
Your saints.  Grant that we may receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, 
and salvation that come to us in His body and blood.  Hear us now as we 
pray in His name and in the words He has taught us: 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matt. 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-25 
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PAX DOMINI  John 20:19 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
C Amen. 

 
DISTRIBUTION  ~ Welcome to the Lord’s Table.  (An usher will direct you.) 

 
DISTRIBUTION SONG    
Living Hope  CCLI #7106807 
 

How great the chasm that lay between us. 
How high the mountain I could not climb. 

In desperation I turned to heaven 
And spoke Your name into the night. 

Then through the darkness Your loving-kindness 
Tore through the shadows of my soul. 
The work is finished, the end is written. 

Jesus Christ, my living hope. 
 

Who could imagine so great a mercy? 
What heart could fathom such boundless grace? 

The God of ages stepped down from glory 
To wear my sin and bear my shame. 
The cross has spoken; I am forgiven. 
The King of kings calls me His own. 
Beautiful Savior, I’m Yours forever. 

Jesus Christ, my living hope. 
 

Chorus:  Hallelujah, praise the One who set me free! 
Hallelujah, death has lost its grip on me! 

You have broken every chain.  There’s salvation in Your name. 
Jesus Christ, my living hope. 

 
Then came the morning that sealed the promise, 

Your buried body began to breathe. 
Out of the silence, the Roaring Lion 

Declared the grave has no claim on me. 
Jesus, Yours is the victory!  Chorus 

 
Jesus Christ, my living hope. 

O God, You are my living hope. 
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DISTRIBUTION SONG    
Nothing Else  CCLI #7123436 
 

Chorus:  I'm caught up in Your presence. 
I just want to sit here at Your feet. 

I'm caught up in this holy moment.  I never want to leave. 
Oh, I'm not here for blessings. 

Jesus, You don't owe me anything. 
More than anything that You can do, I just want You. 

 
I'm sorry when I've just gone through the motions. 

I'm sorry when I just sang another song. 
Take me back to where we started. 

I open up my heart to You. 
 

I'm sorry when I've come with my agenda. 
I'm sorry when I forgot that You're enough. 

Take me back to where we started. 
I open up my heart to You.  Chorus 

 
I just want You. 

Nothing else, nothing else, nothing else will do.  I just want you. 
Nothing else, nothing else, nothing else will do.  I just want you. 

(Repeat) 
 

Chorus 

 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  
 

P We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
BENEDICAMUS    Psalm 103:1 
 

P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
BENEDICTION    Numbers 6:24-26 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you... 
C Amen. 
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CLOSING SONG      
Only King Forever  CCLI #7011438 

 

Our God and firm foundation, 
Our Rock the only solid ground, the nations rise and fall. 

Kingdoms once strong, now shaken, 
We trust forever in Your name, the name of Jesus. 

We trust in the name of Jesus. 
 

Chorus:  You are the only King forever. 
Almighty God, we lift You higher. 

You are the only King forever. 
Forevermore You are victorious. 

(Repeat) 
 

Unmatched in all Your wisdom, 
In love and justice You will reign, and ev'ry knee will bow. 

We bring our expectations. 
Our hope is anchored in Your name, the name of Jesus 

We trust the name of Jesus.  Chorus 

 
T        T        T 
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