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WATER OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH  
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
MAY 18, 2025    10 AM 
 

PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL    T    SEEK THE THIRSTY    T   TEACH THE WORD 

 
 

T   Preparation  T 
 

OPENING HYMN   

Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds  LSB 465 
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INVOCATION 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 

 
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION          
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8-9   
 
(Silence for reflection and self-examination) 
 
P Let us confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.  
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of 
the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
T   Service of the Word  T 

 
KYRIE 
 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let 

us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
  

P Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE   

Gloria in Excelsis  LSB, p. 154 
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SALUTATION    
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY    
 

P Let us pray. 
C O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will.  Grant 

that we may love what You have commanded and desire what You 
promise, that among the many changes of this world our hearts may 
be fixed where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  Amen. 

 
FIRST READING  Acts 11:1-18 
 

 1Now the apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea heard that 
the Gentiles also had received the word of God.  2So when Peter went up to 
Jerusalem, the circumcision party criticized him, saying, 3“You went to 
uncircumcised men and ate with them.”  4But Peter began and explained it to 
them in order:  5“I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision, 
something like a great sheet descending, being let down from heaven by its 
four corners, and it came down to me.  6Looking at it closely, I observed animals 
and beasts of prey and reptiles and birds of the air.  7And I heard a voice saying 
to me, ‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.’  8But I said, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing 
common or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’  9But the voice answered a 
second time from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, do not call common.’  
10This happened three times, and all was drawn up again into heaven.  11And 
behold, at that very moment three men arrived at the house in which we were, 
sent to me from Caesarea.  12And the Spirit told me to go with them, making no 
distinction.  These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s 
house.  13And he told us how he had seen the angel stand in his house and say, 
‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon who is called Peter; 14he will declare to you a 
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message by which you will be saved, you and all your household.’  15As I began 
to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them just as on us at the beginning.  16And I 
remembered the word of the Lord, how he said, ‘John baptized with water, but 
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’  17If then God gave the same gift to 
them as he gave to us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that 
I could stand in God’s way?”  18When they heard these things they fell silent.  
And they glorified God, saying, “Then to the Gentiles also God has granted 
repentance that leads to life.” 
 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
GRADUAL  adapt. from Matt. 28:7, Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6         
 

P Christ has risen from the dead. 
 God the Father has crowned him with glory and honor. 
C He has given him dominion over the works of his hands; 
 he has put all things under his feet.    

 
EPISTLE READING Revelation 21:1-7 
 

 1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first 
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more.  2And I saw the holy city, new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned 
for her husband.  3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the 
dwelling place of God is with man.  He will dwell with them, and they will be his 
people, and God himself will be with them as their God.  4He will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be 
mourning nor crying nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed 
away.” 
 5And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things 
new.”  Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”  
6And he said to me, “It is done!  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning 
and the end.  To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life with-
out payment.  7The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his 
God and he will be my son.” 
 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
(Please rise) 
 
ALLELUIA & VERSE   

Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go?...  LSB, p. 156 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL  John 16:12-22 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
 12[Jesus said:]  “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear 
them now.  13When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, 
for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, 
and he will declare to you the things that are to come.  14He will glorify me, for 
he will take what is mine and declare it to you.  15All that the Father has is mine; 
therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 
 16“A little while, and you will see me no longer; and again a little while, and 
you will see me.”  17So some of his disciples said to one another, “What is this 
that he says to us, ‘A little while, and you will not see me, and again a little while, 
and you will see me’; and, ‘because I am going to the Father’?”  18So they were 
saying, “What does he mean by ‘a little while’?  We do not know what he is 
talking about.”  19Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him, so he said to them, 
“Is this what you are asking yourselves, what I meant by saying, ‘A little while 
and you will not see me, and again a little while and you will see me’?  20Truly, 
truly, I say to you, you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice.  You will 
be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy.  21When a woman is giving birth, 
she has sorrow because her hour has come, but when she has delivered the 
baby, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being has 
been born into the world.  22So also you have sorrow now, but I will see you 
again and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED   
  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
       maker of heaven and earth. 
 

  And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 



7 

 

       born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
       was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell. 
       The third day He rose again from the dead. 
  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand 
   of God the Father Almighty. 
       From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life T everlasting.  Amen. 

 
SERMON HYMN     
At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing  LSB 633    
 

 

 

 
 
5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 

Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; 
You have conquered in the fight, 
You have brought us life and light. 
    Alleluia! 

 

6 Now no more can death appall, 
Now no more the grave enthrall; 
You have opened paradise, 
And Your saints in You shall rise. 
    Alleluia! 
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Scan this code for 
our understanding 
of the Lord’s Supper 

 

7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! 
This alone can sin destroy; 
From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 
Newborn souls in You to be. 
    Alleluia! 

 
D 8 Father, who the crown shall give, 

Savior, by whose death we live, 
Spirit, guide through all our days: 
Three in One, Your name we praise. 
    Alleluia! 

 
SERMON  Rev. Shawn Deterding 

 
RECOGNITION OF GRADUATES 
 
OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY  LSB, p. 159-160   
 

What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? 
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord. 

I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord. 
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, 
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

T   Service of the Sacrament  T 

 
PREFACE    
 

P The Lord be with you. 2 Tim. 4:22 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. Col. 3:1  

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. Ps. 136  

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. 

 But chiefly are we bound to praise You for the glorious resurrection of 
 our Lord, about whom and to whom we offer thanks and praise, psalms, 

hymns, and spiritual songs.  With saints of old and the hosts of heaven, we 
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
SANCTUS   

Holy, Holy, Holy  LSB 507, v. 4 
 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky and sea. 

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessèd Trinity! 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING   
 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of all creation, for You have had 
mercy on us and have showed Your gracious power to us through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord.  We give You thanks for nourishing us in His 
most Holy Supper that, firmly connected to Him, we may grow in grace.  
Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood that we grow as people of 
faith and peace, hope-filled and eagerly awaiting the eternal feast in glory 
everlasting.  Hear us now as we pray in His name and in the words He has 
taught us: 

  
THE LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever.  Amen. 

  
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matt. 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-25 

  
PAX DOMINI  John 20:19 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
C Amen. 
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DISTRIBUTION  ~ Welcome to the Lord’s Table.  (An usher will direct you.) 

  
DISTRIBUTION SONG  Praise Leader 
Give Thanks   
 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One; 
Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son. 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One; 
Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son. 

 
And now let the weak say, “I am strong,” let the poor say, “I am rich” 

Because of what the Lord has done for us. 
And now let the weak say, “I am strong,” let the poor say, “I am rich” 

Because of what the Lord has done for us. 
Give thanks. 

  
DISTRIBUTION SONG  Praise Leader 
White As Snow 

 
White as snow, white as snow, though my sins were as scarlet, 

Lord, I know, Lord, I know that I’m clean and forgiven. 
Through the power of Your blood, through the wonder of Your love, 

Through faith in You I know that I can be white as snow. 
(Repeat) 

  
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  
 

P Heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the 
Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood.  Keep us firm in the true faith 
that we may join the rest of Your good creation in singing Your praises at 
the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

  
BENEDICAMUS    Psalm 103:1 
 

P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

  
BENEDICTION    Numbers 6:24-26 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you... 
C Amen. 
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CLOSING SONG    
Mighty To Save  Praise Leader 

 
Ev’ryone needs compassion, love that’s never failing.  Let mercy fall on me. 
Ev’ryone needs forgiveness, the kindness of a Saviour.  The nope of nations. 

 
Chorus:  Saviour, He can move the mountains. 

My God is mighty to save.  He is mighty to save. 
Forever, Author of salvation.  He rose and conquered the grave. 

Jesus conquered the grave. 
 

So take me as You find me, all my fears and failures.  Fill my life again. 
I give my life to follow, ev’rything I believe in.  Now I surrender.  Chorus 

 
Shine your light, and let the whole world see. 

We’re singing for the glory of the risen King.  Jesus. 
Shine your light, and let the whole world see. 

We’re singing for the glory of the risen King.  Chorus 
 

T        T        T 
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