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WATER OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH  
FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

MARCH 30, 2025    10 AM 
 
PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL     T     SEEK THE THIRSTY      T     TEACH THE WORD 

 
 

T   Preparation  T 
 

OPENING HYMN   

Come Unto Me, Ye Weary  LSB 684 
 

 

 

 

 
 
INVOCATION  Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 
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OPENING SENTENCES  Isaiah 12:2         
 

P Behold, God is my salvation; 
C I will trust, and will not be afraid; 
 

P For the LORD GOD is my strength and my song, 
C And He has become my salvation. 
 
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION          
 

P Beloved in the Lord, Paul reassures us, saying, “No temptation has over-
taken you that is not common to man.  God is faithful, and He will not let 
you be tempted beyond your ability.”  Let us with confidence and gladness 
enter God’s presence, confessing our sins and receiving His grace, 
assurance, and forgiveness. 

 
(Silence for reflection and self-examination) 
  
P Heavenly Father, 
C We confess that we have sinned against You and against one another.  

We have done the evil You forbid and have not done the good You 
desire.  We sincerely repent of our sins and ask Your mercy for the 
sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord, to grant us forgiveness.  Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 

 in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 
 
HYMN   

Chief of Sinners Though I Be  LSB 611, v. 1-2  
 

 

 

 

 



3 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His only Son to die for you and for 
His sake forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 

 
HYMN   

Chief of Sinners Though I Be  LSB 611, v. 3-5  
 

 

 

 

 
 

T   Service of the Word  T 
 
SALUTATION    
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY    
 

P Let us pray. 
C Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every 

morning; and though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as 
Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul.  Grant 
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that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give 
thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING  Isaiah 12:1-6 
 

 1You will say in that day:  “I will give thanks to you, O Lord, for though you 
were angry with me, your anger turned away, that you might comfort me. 
 2“Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid; for the Lord 
God is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation.” 
 3With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.  4And you will say 
in that day:  “Give thanks to the Lord, call upon his name, make known his deeds 
among the peoples, proclaim that his name is exalted. 
 5“Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously; let this be made 
known in all the earth.  6Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, for great 
in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.” 
R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE READING  2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
 

 16From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh.  Even 
though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no 
longer.  17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  The old has 
passed away; behold, the new has come.  18All this is from God, who through 
Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that 
is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their 
trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.  
20Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us.  
We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.  21For our sake he 
made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. 
 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
(Please rise for the reading of the Holy Gospel) 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL  Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
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 1Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear [Jesus].  
2And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners 
and eats with them.” 
 3So he told them this parable: … 
 11b“There was a man who had two sons.  12And the younger of them said to 
his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’  And 
he divided his property between them.  13Not many days later, the younger 
son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he 
squandered his property in reckless living.  14And when he had spent everything, 
a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in need.  15So he 
went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him 
into his fields to feed pigs.  16And he was longing to be fed with the pods that 
the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything. 
 17“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired 
servants have more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger!  18I will 
arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before you.  19I am no longer worthy to be called your son.  Treat 
me as one of your hired servants.” ’  20And he arose and came to his father.  But 
while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran 
and embraced him and kissed him.  21And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your 
son.’  22But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put 
it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet.  23And bring the 
fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate.  24For this my son was dead, 
and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’  And they began to celebrate. 
 25“Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the 
house, he heard music and dancing.  26And he called one of the servants and 
asked what these things meant.  27And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, 
and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back 
safe and sound.’  28But he was angry and refused to go in.  His father came out 
and entreated him, 29but he answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have 
served you, and I never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a 
young goat, that I might celebrate with my friends.  30But when this son of yours 
came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened 
calf for him!’  31And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is 
mine is yours. 32It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was 
dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’ ” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED   
  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
       maker of heaven and earth. 
 

  And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
       born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
       was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell. 
       The third day He rose again from the dead. 
  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand 
   of God the Father Almighty. 
       From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life T everlasting.  Amen. 
 
SERMON HYMN   
As Rebels, Lord, Who Foolishly Have Wandered LSB 612 
 

 

 

 

 
 
SERMON  Rev. Shawn Deterding 
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OFFERING 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

T   Service of the Sacrament  T 
 
PREFACE    
 

P The Lord be with you.  2 Timothy 4:22 

C And also with you. 
 
P Lift up your hearts.  Colossians 3:1 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. Psalm 136 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has safely rescued us from certain 
destruction and sin and reunited us with You as our loving and faithful 
Father and God.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and saying: 

 
SANCTUS   

Holy, Holy, Holy  LSB 507, v. 4 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of all creation, for You have had 
mercy on us and have shown Your gracious power to us through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord.  We give You thanks that in His most Holy 
Supper, You reveal Your sacred presence among us.  Grant that we may 
receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in 
His body and blood.  Hear us now as we pray in His name and in the 
words He has taught us: 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matt. 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-25 

 
PAX DOMINI  John 20:19 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
C Amen. 

 
DISTRIBUTION  ~ Welcome to the Lord’s table.  (An usher will direct you.) 

 
DISTRIBUTION SONG   
Give Thanks  Praise Team 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  
 

P Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the 
feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood.  Keep us 
firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of 
His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage 
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
BENEDICAMUS   
 

P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
BENEDICTION    Numbers 6:24-26 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you… 
C Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN   
God Loved the World So That He Gave  LSB 571 
 

 

 

 
 
5 If you are sick, if death is near, 

This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; 
That is the firmest ground of faith. 

 
D 6 Glory to God the Father, Son, 

And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 
To You, O blessèd Trinity, 
Be praise now and eternally! 

 
T        T        T 

 
Acknowledgements:  Whether printed or projected: All song lyrics are used by permission, CCLI License #2844550: ““Give Thanks” by Henry 
Smith, © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music, CCLI #2028.  Scripture quotations, unless noted otherwise, are taken from The Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version, © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.  All rights reserved.  Used 
by permission.  Hymns are public domain. 
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