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WATER OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH  
THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

DECEMBER 15, 2024  ❖  8 AM 
 

 
PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL    T    SEEK THE THIRSTY    T   TEACH THE WORD 

 

 

T   Preparation  T 

 
OPENING HYMN 

Comfort, Comfort Ye My People  LSB 347 
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INVOCATION 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen.  Matt. 28:19b; [18:20] 

 
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION  Psalm 124:8; 130:3-4; Luke 18:13        
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C Who made heaven and earth.   
 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.   
 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.  

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying:  God, 

be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us 

 to everlasting life.  Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

T   Service of the Word  T 
 

INTROIT    Psalm 146 :5-8; antiphon: Phil. 4 :4 

 

P Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 

C Blessèd is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the 

Lord his God, 
 

P Who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, who keeps 

faith forever; 

C Who executes justice for the oppressed, who gives food to the 

hungry. 
 

P The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. 

C The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; the Lord loves the 

righteous. 
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C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 
KYRIE  LSB, p. 152-53 

 

Cantor: 
 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
 

 

 

For the peace from above and for our 

salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

For the peace of the whole world, for 

the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

 

For this holy house and for all who offer 

here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

 
 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, 

gracious Lord. 

 
SALUTATION    
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY    
 

P Let us pray. 

C Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten 

the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING  Zephaniah 3:14-20 
 

14Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel! 

 Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter of Jerusalem! 
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15The LORD has taken away the judgments against you; 

 he has cleared away your enemies. 

The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; 

 you shall never again fear evil. 
16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: “Fear not, O Zion; 

 let not your hands grow weak. 
17The LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; 

 he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; 

 he will exult over you with loud singing. 
18I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival, 

 so that you will no longer suffer reproach. 
19Behold, at that time I will deal with all your oppressors. 

 And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, 

 and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth. 
20At that time I will bring you in, at the time when I gather you together; 

 for I will make you renowned and praised 

among all the peoples of the earth, 

when I restore your fortunes before your eyes,” says the LORD. 
 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
EPISTLE READING  Philippians 4:4-7 
 

 4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.  5Let your reasonableness 

be known to everyone.  The Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious about anything, 

but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 

be made known to God.  7And the peace of God, which surpasses all under-

standing, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

(Please rise for the reading of the Holy Gospel) 

 

ALLELUIA (sung)  LSB, p. 156 
 

Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
THE HOLY GOSPEL  Luke 7:18-28 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventh chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
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 18The disciples of John reported all these things to him.  And John, 19calling 

two of his disciples to him, sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are you the one who 

is to come, or shall we look for another?”  20And when the men had come to 

him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are you the one 

who is to come, or shall we look for another?’ ”  21In that hour he healed many 

people of diseases and plagues and evil spirits, and on many who were blind he 

bestowed sight.  22And he answered them, “Go and tell John what you have 

seen and heard:  the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, 

and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have good news preached 

to them.  23And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 

 24When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds 

concerning John:  “What did you go out into the wilderness to see?  A reed 

shaken by the wind?  25What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft 

clothing?  Behold, those who are dressed in splendid clothing and live in luxury 

are in kings’ courts.  26What then did you go out to see?  A prophet?  Yes, I tell 

you, and more than a prophet.  27This is he of whom it is written, 

“ ‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 

 who will prepare your way before you.’ 

28I tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John.  Yet the one 

who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED   
  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

       maker of heaven and earth. 
 

  And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

       born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

       was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell. 

       The third day He rose again from the dead. 

  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand 

   of God the Father Almighty. 

       From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

      the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

      the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life T everlasting.  Amen. 
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SERMON HYMN     

Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding  LSB 345  LSB 848 

 

 

 

 

 
SERMON  Rev. Shawn Deterding 

 
OFFERING   

 
OFFERTORY (sung)  LSB p. 159-60 
 

What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? 

I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord. 

I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord. 

I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, 

in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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T   Service of the Sacrament  T 

 
PREFACE    
 

P The Lord be with you.  

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts.  

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 2 Tim. 4:22; Col. 3:1; Ps. 136 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, 

proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes 

away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they 

might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in 

glory.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven, we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 

and saying: 

 
SANCTUS  LSB p. 178 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Scan the code for 

our understanding 

of the Lord’s Supper 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on 

those whom You created.  You sent Your only-begotten Son, our Lord 

Jesus Christ, into this world to redeem us fallen and sinful creatures.  As 

 we receive His body and blood in this sacred Meal, strengthen our faith 

until You turn it to sight.  Hear us now as we pray in His name and in the 

words He has taught us: 

  
THE LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

  
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matt. 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-25 

  
PAX DOMINI  John 20:19 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

C Amen. 

  
AGNUS DEI  (sung)  LSB, p. 163 
 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 
DISTRIBUTION  ~ Welcome to the Lord’s Table.  (An usher will direct you.) 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN     

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  LSB 357 (v. 1, 5-7) 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  
 

P We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

  
BENEDICAMUS   
 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
BENEDICTION    Numbers 6:24-26 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you... 

C Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN 

Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come  LSB 350 
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T        T        T 

  

 
 
Acknowledgements:  Scripture quotations, unless noted otherwise, are taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, © 
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public domain. 
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