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WATER OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH  
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

MAY 5, 2024  |  8 AM 
 

PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL  T  SEEK THE THIRSTY  T TEACH THE WORD 

 
 

  Welcome    
 

If you are watching our livestream for the first time, please fill 
out a Connection Card so we may get to know you better.  Simply scan this QR 
code and follow the instructions. 

 
 

  As We Gather    
 

  Jesus wants His disciples and us to know the abiding power of His love.  It is that love that compels 
us to love one another—and the “others” beyond our circles of family, friends, and other close relation-
ships.  As the treasured children’s song proclaims, we are blessed in hearing the “old, old story of Jesus 
and His love” anew today.  May we be blessed in telling it out in love as well! 
 
  The service in its entirety is printed in this service folder. 

 
 

  Preparation    

 
OPENING HYMN What a Friend We Have in Jesus LSB 770 
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INVOCATION 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION  Heb. 10:22; Ps 124:8; Ps 32:5       
 

P Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C Who made heaven and earth. 
 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C And You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
(Silence for reflection and self-examination) 
 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have 

ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment.  But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

  

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord 
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Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

  Service of the Word    

 
INTROIT    Psalm 66:1–2, 8–9, 20; antiphon: v. 16 
 

P Come and hear, all you who fear God, and I will tell what he has done for my soul. 
C Shout for joy to God, all the earth; sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious praise! 
 

P Bless our God, O peoples; let the sound of his praise be heard, who has kept our soul among the 
living and has not let our feet slip. 

C Blessèd be God, because he has not rejected my prayer or removed his steadfast love 
 from me!. 

 
GLORIA PATRI (sung)  LSB, p. 186 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

 
KYRIE (sung)  LSB, p. 186 

Lord, have mercy upon us.  Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS  LSB, p. 187-89 
 

P Glory be to God on high: 
C (sung) And on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, 
We give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. 

O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 

Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 
art most high in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
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SALUTATION    
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY    
 

P Let us pray. 
C O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration, grant that we may think 

those things that are right and by Your merciful guiding accomplish them; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  Amen. 

 
FIRST READING  Acts 10:34-48 
 

 34Peter opened his mouth and said:  “Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in every 
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.  36As for the word that he 
sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), 37you yourselves 
know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John 
proclaimed:  38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power.  He went 
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.  39And we 
are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem.  They put him to 
death by hanging him on a tree, 40but God raised him on the third day and made him to appear, 41not 
to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him 
after he rose from the dead.  42And he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he 
is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living and the dead.  43To him all the prophets bear 
witness that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 44While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word.  45And the 
believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the 
Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles.  46For they were hearing them speaking in tongues 
and extolling God.  Then Peter declared, 47“Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who 
have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?”  48And he commanded them to be baptized in the name 
of Jesus Christ.  Then they asked him to remain for some days. 
 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
EPISTLE READING  1 John 5:1-8 
 

 1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the 
Father loves whoever has been born of him.  2By this we know that we love the children of God, when 
we love God and obey his commandments.  3For this is the love of God, that we keep his command-
ments.  And his commandments are not burdensome.  4For everyone who has been born of God 
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overcomes the world.  And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith.  5Who is it that 
overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 
 6This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the water and 
the blood.  And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth.  7For there are three 
that testify:  

8the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree. 
 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
(Please rise for the reading of the Holy Gospel) 
 
ALLELUIA (sung) Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Alleluia.  LSB, p. 190 

 
THE HOLY GOSPEL  John 15:9-17 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 9[Jesus said:]  “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you.  Abide in my love.  10If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in 
his love.  11These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. 
 12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.  13Greater love has no 
one than this, that someone lays down his life for his friends.  14You are my friends if you do what I 
command you.  15No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is 
doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to 
you.  16You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit 
and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to 
you.  17These things I command you, so that you will love one another.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
       maker of heaven and earth. 
  

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
       born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
       was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell. 
       The third day He rose again from the dead. 
  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
       From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  



6 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life T everlasting.  Amen. 
 
SERMON HYMN Love in Christ Is Strong and Living LSB 706 
 

 

 

 
 
SERMON  Rev. Shawn Deterding 
 
OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY (sung)  LSB, p. 192-93 
 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit.  Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   
 

  Service of the Sacrament    

 
PREFACE    
 

P The Lord be with you.  2 Timothy 4:22 

C And also with you. 
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P Lift up your hearts.  Colossians 3:1 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. Psalm 136 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, for You have called us 
as Your people and have shown us Your grace in all our days.  Assured of Your mercy, we come 
before You, asking that we may receive Your blessings with heartfelt thanksgiving.  Pour out upon 
us the gift of Your Holy Spirit and grant that we may receive the body and blood of our Lord as 

 a guarantee of our salvation and a foretaste of the feast to come in Your eternal kingdom.  With 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
SANCTUS (sung) Holy, Holy, Holy LSB 507, v. 4 
 

Holy, holy, holy!  Lord God Almighty! 
All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky and sea. 

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!  God in three persons, blessèd Trinity! 

  
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given 

Your only begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  
Send us Your Holy Spirit, the Spirit who brings to life the power of Jesus Christ.  Strengthen us 
through Christ’s body and blood that we grow securely and confidently as people of faith, 
abiding in Your amazing love as we live in the hope of an eternity gathered around Your 
heavenly table.  To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and praise with the Son and the 

 Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13 

 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:  

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matt. 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-25 
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PAX DOMINI  John 20:19 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
C Amen. 

 
AGNUS DEI  (sung)  LSB, p. 198 
 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace.  Amen. 

 
DISTRIBUTION  ~ Welcome to the Lord’s table.  (An usher will direct you.) 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN Water, Blood, and Spirit Crying LSB 597 
 

 

 

 
 
NUNC DIMITTIS (sung)  LSB, p. 199-200 
 

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 

a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  
 

P O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your 
only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and 
peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our 
hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
BENEDICAMUS   
 

P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
BENEDICTION    Numbers 6:24-26 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.   
C Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN Now Thank We All Our God LSB 895 
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               

 
Acknowledgements:  Scripture quotations, unless noted otherwise, are taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, © 2001 by Crossway Bibles  a publishing 
ministry of Good News Publishers.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission.  Hymns are public domain. 

 
 

Tithes & Offerings 
 

Tithes and offerings may be placed in the offering plate during worship or in the offering box 
at the Sanctuary doors as you exit.  You can also give through your banking institution’s 

bill pay service, online via our website, or by texting your amount to 469-515-8118. 
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