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WATER OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH  
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY 
 

APRIL 21, 2024  |  8 AM 
 

PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL  T  SEEK THE THIRSTY  T TEACH THE WORD 

 
 

  Welcome    
 

If you are watching our livestream for the first time, please fill 
out a Connection Card so we may get to know you better.  Simply scan this QR 
code and follow the instructions. 

 
 

  As We Gather    
 

  Flocks of sheep can number in the hundreds or even thousands.  Keeping track of two or three 
thousand sheep on the move is quite a task!  Jesus, our Good Shepherd, knows how to care for not 
just thousands but millions of His sheeplike people.  The prophet Isaiah says of the Lord God that He 
“will tend His flock like a shepherd” (40:11).  Assured and reassured that we are part of His flock, we 
travel through life following the guidance of our caring Shepherd! 
 

  The service in its entirety is printed in this service folder. 
 
 

  Preparation    

 
OPENING HYMN The King of Love My Shepherd Is LSB 709 
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5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 

    Thine unction grace bestoweth; 
And, oh, what transport of delight 
    From Thy pure chalice floweth! 

 
6 And so through all the length of days 

    Thy goodness faileth never; 
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 
    Within Thy house forever! 

 
INVOCATION 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 
OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 

P Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  
C He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!   
 
P The Lord is our Good Shepherd; 
C He leads us and restores our souls. 
 
P He walks beside us through the darkness, 
C And never abandons us, even in death. 
 
P He goes before us and prepares a table for us, 
C And we will dwell in His house forever. 
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CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION         
 

P Though our Lord goes before us, beside us, and behind us, we still find a way to run away from 
His good pasture.  We devote ourselves to all sorts of destruction.  Still, our Good Shepherd 
seeks us out and brings us back to safety.  He invites us to confess our sins before His heavenly 
Father. 

 
(Silence for reflection and self-examination) 
 
P Heavenly Father, 
C We have strayed from You.  We have wounded You, wounded others, and wounded 

ourselves with our sin.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us back to Your good pasture.  
Grant us to hear anew our Shepherd’s voice and to follow wherever He leads, until we 
see Him with You in Your eternal kingdom.  Amen. 

  
P Fellow sheep within Christ’s fold, our Lord Jesus was God’s sacrificial Lamb and has gone through 

death, paying for the sins of all people, and He now reigns in eternity.  Therefore, in His stead and 
by His command, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

  Service of the Word    

 
INTROIT    Psalm 23; antiphon: John 10:14, 15b 
 

P I am the good shepherd.  I know my own and my own know me, and I lay down my life for the 
sheep. 

C The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.  He makes me lie down in green pastures. 
 

P He leads me beside still waters.  He restores my soul. 
C He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 
 

P Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with 
me; 

C Your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
 

P You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my 
cup overflows. 

C Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the 
house of the Lord forever. 

 
GLORIA PATRI (sung)  LSB, p. 186 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 
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KYRIE (sung)  LSB, p. 186 

Lord, have mercy upon us.  Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS  LSB, p. 187-89 

 

P Glory be to God on high: 
C And on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 
 
P We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 
C We glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. 
 
P O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 
C O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;  
 
P O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
C That takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
 
P Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 
C Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 
P For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord.   
C Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father.  

Amen. 
 
SALUTATION    
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY    
 

P Let us pray. 
C Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the Shepherd of Your 

sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our Shepherd, we may 
know Him who calls us each by name and follow where He leads; through the same Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  Amen. 

 
FIRST READING  Acts 4:1-12 
 

 1As they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple and the Sadducees 
came upon them, 2greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus 
the resurrection from the dead.  3And they arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, 
for it was already evening.  4But many of those who had heard the word believed, and the number of 
the men came to about five thousand. 
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 5On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the 
high priest and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family.  7And 
when they had set them in the midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?”  
8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9if we are being 
examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this man has been 
healed, 10let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing before 
you well.  11This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the corner-
stone.  12And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among 
men by which we must be saved.” 
 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE READING  1 John 3:16-24 
 

 16By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the 
brothers.  17But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart 
against him, how does God’s love abide in him?  18Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in 
deed and in truth. 
 19By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before him; 20for whenever 
our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and he knows everything.  21Beloved, if our heart 
does not condemn us, we have confidence before God; 22and whatever we ask we receive from him, 
because we keep his commandments and do what pleases him.  23And this is his commandment, that 
we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us.  
24Whoever keeps his commandments abides in him, and he in them.  And by this we know that he 
abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has given us. 
 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
(Please rise for the reading of the Holy Gospel) 
 
ALLELUIA (sung) Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Alleluia.  LSB, p. 190 

 
THE HOLY GOSPEL  John 10:11-18 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 11[Jesus said:] “I am the good shepherd.  The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.  12He 
who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and 
leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them.  13He flees because he is a 
hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.  14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own 
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know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep.  
16And I have other sheep that are not of this fold.  I must bring them also, and they will listen to my 
voice.  So there will be one flock, one shepherd.  17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay 
down my life that I may take it up again.  18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own 
accord.  I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again.  This charge I have 
received from my Father.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
       maker of heaven and earth. 
  

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
       born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
       was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell. 
       The third day He rose again from the dead. 
  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
       From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life T everlasting.  Amen. 

 
SERMON HYMN Have No Fear, Little Flock LSB 735 
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SERMON  Rev. Shawn Deterding 
 
OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY (sung)  LSB, p. 192-93 
 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit.  Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   
 

  Service of the Sacrament    
 
PREFACE    
 

P The Lord be with you.  2 Timothy 4:22 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts.  Colossians 3:1 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. Psalm 136 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, for He is the Good 
Shepherd who leads us to the green pastures and still waters of Your Word and Sacraments.  
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify 
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
SANCTUS (sung) Holy, Holy, Holy LSB 507, v. 4 
 

Holy, holy, holy!  Lord God Almighty! 
All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky and sea. 

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!  God in three persons, blessèd Trinity! 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
P Blessed are You, O Lord of heaven and earth.  We give You thanks for the gifts of bread and 

wine here before us and for Your gracious provision for all Your creatures.  Invited by Your 
grace and supported by Your love, we come to Your Table with thanksgiving and praise.  Grant 
that we receive, with true faith and trust in Your words of promise, the bread and wine, that is, 
the very body and blood of Christ, as a guarantee of the salvation that He purchased for us 
through His innocent suffering and death on the cross.  Bless and nourish us, so that we may be 
strengthened to serve You and our neighbor, as You would have us do.  To You alone, O Father, 
be all glory, honor, and praise with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13 

 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:  

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matt. 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-25 

 
PAX DOMINI  John 20:19 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
C Amen. 
 
AGNUS DEI  (sung)  LSB, p. 198 
 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace.  Amen. 
 
DISTRIBUTION  ~ Welcome to the Lord’s table.  (An usher will direct you.) 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN Lamb of God LSB 550 
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Text and tune: Twila Paris, 1958 
Text and tune: © 1985 Straightway Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110340712 

 
NUNC DIMITTIS (sung)  LSB, p. 199-200 
 

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 

a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  
 

P We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have led us to the green pastures and still waters 
of this Meal, and we pray that You would continue to lead us on the paths of righteousness, 
devoted wholly to You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
BENEDICAMUS   
 

P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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BENEDICTION    Numbers 6:24-26 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.   
C Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us LSB 711 
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               

 
Acknowledgements:  Scripture quotations, unless noted otherwise, are taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, © 2001 by Crossway Bibles  

a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission.  Hymns are public domain. 

 
Tithes & Offerings 

 

Tithes and offerings may be placed in the offering plate during worship or in the offering box 
at the Sanctuary doors as you exit.  You can also give through your banking institution’s 

bill pay service, online via our website, or by texting your amount to 469-515-8118. 
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