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WATER OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH  
PALM SUNDAY 
 

MARCH 24, 2024  |  8 AM 
 

PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL  T  SEEK THE THIRSTY  T TEACH THE WORD 

 
 

  Welcome    
 

If you are watching our livestream for the first time, please fill 
out a Connection Card so we may get to know you better.  Simply scan this QR 
code and follow the instructions. 

 
 

  As We Gather    
 

  Today, the beginning of Holy Week, we begin with the note of great joy as the crowds receive Jesus 
entering Jerusalem.  This will be the last time He comes to the holy city.  For we then follow Him to the 
judgment hall, the cross of suffering, and the fearful tomb of death.  While all four Gospels include a 
narrative describing Palm Sunday, John includes several unique features: the use of palms; the crowd 
who had been with Jesus since the raising of Lazarus; and the disciples who didn’t initially understand 
the significance of the events. 
 
  The service in its entirety is printed in this service folder. 

 
 

  Preparation    
 

INVOCATION 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen.  Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 

 
GREETING 
 

P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 
C Hosanna to the Son of David! 
   
P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 
C Hosanna in the highest!   
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COLLECT 
 

P Let us pray… Most merciful God, as the people of Jerusalem, with palms in their hands, gathered 
to greet Your dearly beloved Son when He came into His Holy City, grant that we may ever hail 
Him as our King and, when He comes again, may go forth to meet Him with trusting and 
steadfast hearts and follow Him in the way that leads to eternal life; through the same Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen.   

 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN Hosanna, Loud Hosanna LSB 443 
 

 

 

 

 
 
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION         
 

P Lord Jesus, on this day when we remember Your entry into Jerusalem as King and Savior, we 
walk with You to Your cross, where Your righteousness is given to all who believe.  Search our 
hearts and minds that we may receive Your Word, share in Your Spirit, and be renewed in our 
relationships with You and with one another. 

 
(Silence for reflection and self-examination) 
 
P With humble hearts, let us pray together. 
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C Lord Jesus, the Father’s only Son, the King of kings and Lord of lords, hear us as we pray.  
You reign over all things and yet humbled Yourself for our salvation.  We confess that our 
rebellion against You in thought, word, and action is the reason why You entered into this 
world.  It is why You passed through the gates of Jerusalem on Palm Sunday and why You 
laid down Your life upon Calvary’s cross on Good Friday— to forgive our sins, to redeem 
our lives, and to cancel the debt we owe to God.  With hearts that are humble and lives 
that are grateful, help us to receive Your grace and bow before You in worship, confessing 
that You alone are Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, shows His mercy to us in the sending of His only Son, the 
King of kings and Lord of lords.  The One who entered into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday was 
handed over to death upon the cross so that we may be reconciled to the Father and granted 
His remission, full and free.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, 

 I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

  Service of the Word    
 

INTROIT    Psalm 24:7-10; antiphon: Ps. 118:26 

 
 

P Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord!  We bless you from the house of the Lord. 
C Lift up your heads, O gates!  And be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory may 

come in. 
 

P Who is this King of glory?  The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle! 
C Who is this King of glory?  The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory! 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE Prepare the Royal Highway LSB 343 
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SALUTATION    
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY    
 

P Let us pray. 
C Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take upon 

Himself our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross.  Mercifully grant that we may follow 
the example of His great humility and patience and be made partakers of His resurrection; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING  Zechariah 9:9-12 
 

9Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 
    Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 
Behold, your king is coming to you; 
    righteous and having salvation is he,  
humble and mounted on a donkey, 
    on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
    and the war horse from Jerusalem; 
and the battle bow shall be cut off, 
    and he shall speak peace to the nations; 
his rule shall be from sea to sea, 
    and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
11As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 
 I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
 today I declare that I will restore to you double. 
 



5 
 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE READING  Philippians 2:5-11 
 

 5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form 
of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking the 
form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.  8And being found in human form, he humbled 
himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  9Therefore God has highly 
exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
(Please rise for the reading of the Holy Gospel) 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL  John 12:12-19 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 12The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to 
Jerusalem.  13So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna!  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!”  14And Jesus found a young 
donkey and sat on it, just as it is written, 15“Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, 
sitting on a donkey’s colt!”  
 16His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they 
remembered that these things had been written about him and had been done to him.  17The crowd 
that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead 
continued to bear witness.  18The reason why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had 
done this sign.  19So the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you are gaining nothing.  Look, 
the world has gone after him.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
       maker of heaven and earth. 
  

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
       born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
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       was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell. 
       The third day He rose again from the dead. 
  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
       From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life T everlasting.  Amen. 

 
SERMON HYMN Ride On, Ride On in Majesty LSB 441 
 

 

 

 
 
SERMON  Rev. Shawn Deterding 
 
OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY (sung)  LSB, p. 192-93 
 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit.  Amen. 



7 
 

  Service of the Sacrament    
 

PREFACE    
 

P The Lord be with you.  2 Timothy 4:22 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts.  Colossians 3:1 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. Psalm 136 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 
You, Lord, our God, for You have had mercy on us and sent Your only-begotten Son, the long 
hoped-for Messiah, to bring us salvation.  Grant that we may receive the body and blood of our 
Lord as the guarantee of our salvation and as a foretaste of the feast to come in Your eternal 
kingdom.  With angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify 
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
SANCTUS (sung)   LSB, p. 195 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; Heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, who in giving Your only Son, Jesus Christ, to come 

among us, bringing His salvation, has fulfilled the vision of the prophets and the hopes of Your 
people.  We thank You for calling us in this time and place and for inviting us to Your holy Table.  
Joined together in the name of our Lord and in the communion of saints, we pray You to send 
Your Holy Spirit upon us to sanctify and renew us in body and soul for the sake of Your Son, our 
Savior, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

C Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13 

 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matt. 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-25 

 
PAX DOMINI  John 20:19 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
C Amen. 
 
DISTRIBUTION  ~ Welcome to the Lord’s table.  (An usher will direct you.) 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN O Lord, We Praise Thee LSB 617 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  
 

P O God the Father, who in love and mercy sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank 
You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament.  Strengthen us in 
the certainty of our Savior’s saving work that we may live securely as those who by grace have 
been declared righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
BENEDICAMUS   
 

P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
BENEDICTION    Numbers 6:24-26 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.   
C Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN Almighty Father, Bless the Word LSB 923 
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               
 

Acknowledgements:  Scripture quotations, unless noted otherwise, are taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, 
© 2001 by Crossway Bibles  a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission. 

 
Tithes & Offerings 

 

Tithes and offerings may be placed in the offering plate during worship or in the offering box 
at the Sanctuary doors as you exit.  You can also give through your banking institution’s 

bill pay service, online via our website, or by texting your amount to 469-515-8118. 

 

 
 

Holy Week Worship Schedule 

 
MARCH 28 – MAUNDY THURSDAY 

7 PM – Maundy Thursday Worship with Holy Communion 
 

MARCH 29 – GOOD FRIDAY 
7 PM – Good Friday Tenebrae Vespers 

 
MARCH 31 – EASTER SUNDAY – THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD 

7:30 AM – Sunrise Prayer Service (outdoors, weather permitting) 
9 AM – Easter Worship Service with Holy Communion 

10:30 AM – Easter Egg Hunt 
10:30 AM – Easter Breakfast 
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