WATER OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH
MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICE | MARCH6,2024 | 7PM

PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL *}+ SEEKTHE THIRSTY *}+ TEACH THE WORD

“Soon and Never”

¥ ASWEGATHER T°

i King David’s enemies said of him, “When will he die and his name perish?”
(Psalm 41:5) Do you have enemies who wish the same fate on you? Regard-
less of your best efforts to “lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified
in every way” (1 Tim. 2:2), you are pursued unceasingly by three dread
adversaries: the world, the devil, and your own sinful flesh. When will you
die? When will your name perish? Christ silences your foes and your fears
and will strengthen and keep you firm in His Word and faith unto the end.

 The service in its entirety is printed in this service folder.




7 INTHE NAME OF JESUS T

HYMN Jesus, Refuge of the Weary LSB 423
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1 Je - sus, ref - uge of the wea-ry, Blest Re- deem - er,
2 Do we pass that cross un - heed-ing, Breath-ing no re -

3 Je - sus, may our hearts be burn-ing With more fer - vent
W)

whom we love, Foun - tain in life’s des - ert drea - ry, Sav - ior
pen - tant vow, Though we see You wound-ed, bleed-ing, See Your
love for You; May our eyes be ev - er turn -ing To be -

from the world a - bove: Of - ten have Your eyes, of - fend - ed,
thorn-en - cir-cled brow? Yet Your sin - less death has brought us
hold Your cross a - new Till in glo-ry, part-ed nev - er
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Gazed up - on the sin - ner’s fall; Yet up - on the
Life e - ter - nal, peace, and rest; On - ly what Your
From the bless - ed Sav - ior’s side, Grav - en in  our
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cross ex - tend - ed, You have borne the pain of all
grace has taught us  Calms the sin - ner’s deep dis - tress.
hearts for - ev - er, Dwell the cross, the Cru - ci - fied.

INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]

P In the name of the Father and of the -} Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 39:12a; 38:22; 86:6-7
Hear my prayer, O LORD, and give ear to my cry;
Make haste to help me, O Lord, my salvation!

Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer;
Listen to my plea for grace.

In the day of my trouble | call upon You,
For You answer me.
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CALLTO CONFESSION

P Letus make our confession to our God, seeking His grace and
forgiveness.

CONFESSIONAL HYMN To Thee, Omniscient Lord of All LSB613
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1 To Thee, om - ni - scient Lord of all, In grief and shame I
20 Lord, my God, to Thee I pray: O cast me not in
30 Je - sus, let Thy pre-cious blood Be to my soul a
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hum - bly call; I see my sins a - gainst Thee, Lord,
wrath a - way! Let  Thy good Spir - it ne’er de - part,
cleans - ing flood. Turn not, O Lord, Thy guest a - way,
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The sins of thought and deed and word. They press me
But let Him draw to Thee my heart That tru - ly
But grant that jus - ti - fied I  may Go to my
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sore; I cry to Thee: O God, be mer-ci - ful to me!
pen - i-tent I be: (@) God, be mer-ci - ful to me!
house at peace with Thee: O God, be mer-ci - ful to me!
ABSOLUTION

P The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and
remission of all your sins in the name of the Father and of the -} Son and
of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

SALUTATION

P The Lord be with you.
C Andalso with you.

COLLECT OF THE DAY

P WethankYou, our God and Father, that You have drawn us to Your Son,
Jesus Christ. As we consider His sign of sacrifice and love, sustain us
in our trials, comfort us in our sorrows, and strengthen us against
temptation. Grant that the cross may be to us a continuing promise



of the forgiveness of our sins as we observe a holy Lent. We ask this
through Jesus Christ, our gracious Lord.
C Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Deuteronomy 7:22-26

22The Lorb your God will clear away these nations before you little by little.
You may not make an end of them at once, lest the wild beasts grow too
numerous for you. 2°But the LORD your God will give them over to you and
throw them into great confusion, until they are destroyed. 2*And He will give
their kings into your hand, and you shall make their name perish from under
heaven. No one shall be able to stand against you until you have destroyed
them. 25The carved images of their gods you shall burn with fire. You shall not
covet the silver or the gold thatis on them or take it for yourselves, lest you be
ensnared by it, for it is an abomination to the LORD your God. 2°And you shall
not bring an abominable thing into your house and become devoted to
destruction like it. You shall utterly detest and abhor it, for it is devoted to
destruction.

R O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

SERIES PSALM “Be Gracious to Me” Psalm 41:3-5

P May God be gracious to us and bless us
and make His face to shine upon us.

C MayGod be gracious to us and bless us
and make His face to shine upon us.

P The LORD sustains him on his sickbed; in his illness You restore him to
full health. As for me, I said, “O LORD, be gracious to me; heal me, for |
have sinned against You!” My enemies say of me in malice, “When will
he die and his name perish?”

C MayGod be gracious to us and bless us
and make His face to shine upon us.

SECOND READING Revelation 19:11-16

"Then | saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting
onitis called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes
war. ?His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on His head are many diadems,
and He has a name written that no one knows but Himself. *He is clothed in
arobe dipped in blood, and the name by which He is called is The Word of
God. And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were
following Him on white horses. ®From His mouth comes a sharp sword with
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which to strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron. He
will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. *On His
robe and on His thigh He has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords.

R O Lord, have mercyon us.
C Thanks be to God.

THE HOLY GOSPEL (Please rise) John 12:20-30

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter.
C GlorytoYou, O Lord.

2ONow among those who went up to worship at the feast were some
Greeks. ?'So these came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and
asked him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 2?Philip went and told Andrew; Andrew
and Philip went and told Jesus. 22And Jesus answered them, “The hour has
come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 2*Truly, truly, | say to you, unless a
grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it
bears much fruit. 2Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life
in this world will keep it for eternal life. %If anyone serves Me, he must follow
Me; and where | am, there will My servant be also. If anyone serves Me, the
Father will honor him.

27“Now is My soul troubled. And what shall | say? ‘Father, save Me from
this hour’? But for this purpose | have come to this hour. ?®Father, glorify Your
name.” Then avoice came from heaven: “I have glorified it, and | will glorify it
again.” ®The crowd that stood there and heard it said that it had thundered.
Others said, “An angel has spoken to Him.” *Jesus answered, “This voice has
come for your sake, not Mine.”

P Thisisthe Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

HYMN O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken LSB 439,v. 1-3
| ' ;
| ] | T | T ' T I [ T [ ]
| <.y | T | | | | T o ' P
[N £.. N = P o | I | |
KV e - e &2 | | | | | | |
!) [ I T T

10 dear - est Je - sus, what law hast Thou bro - ken
2 They crown Thy head with thorns, they smite, they scourge Thee;
3 Whence come these sor - rows, whence this mor - tal an - guish?
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That such sharp sen - tence should on Thee be spo - ken?

With cru - el mock - ings to the cross they urge Thee;
It is my sins for which Thou, Lord, must lan - guish;
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Of what great crime  hast Thou to make con -
They give Thee  gall to drink, they  still de -
Yea, all the  wrath, the woe, Thou dost in -
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fes - sion, What dark trans - gres - sion?
cry Thee; They cru - ci - fy Thee.
her - it This 1 do mer - it.
SERMON “Soon and Never” Rev. Shawn Deterding
OFFERING
KYRIE

P Lord, have mercy.
C  Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

C  OurFather, who artin heaven...

COLLECTS

P O Lord, hear my prayer.
C Andlet mycry cometo You.

(After each petition, Congregation responds “Amen”.)

LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER

C IthankYou, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son,
that You have graciously kept me this day; and | pray that You would
forgive me all my sins where | have done wrong, and graciously keep
me this night. For into Your hands | commend myself, my body and
soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe
may have no power over me. Amen.

BENEDICTION



CLOSING HYMN Now Rest Beneath Night’s Shadow LSB 880
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1 Now rest be - neath night’s shad - ow The wood - land,
2 The ra - diant sun has van - ished, Its gold - en
3 Now all the heav'n - ly splen - dor  Breaks forth in
4 Lord Je - sus, since You love me, Now spread Your
5 My loved ones, rest se - cure - ly, For God this
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field, and mead - ow; The world in slum - ber lies.
rays are ban - ished From dark-’ning skies of night;
star - light ten - der From myr - iad worlds un-known;
wings a - bove me And shield me from a - larm.
night will sure - ly From per - il guard your heads.
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But you, my heart, a - wak - ing And prayer and mu - sic
But  Christ, the Sun of glad - ness, Dis - pel - ling all our
And we, this mar - vel see - ing, For - get our self - ish
Though Sa - tan would de - vour me, Let an - gel guards sing
Sweet slum-bers may He send you And bid His hosts at -
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mak - ing, Let praise to your Cre - a - tor rise.
sad - ness, Shines down on us in warm - est light.
be - ing For joy of beau - ty not  our own.
o’er me: This child of God shall meet no harm.
tend you And through the night watch o’er your  beds.
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