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WATER OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH  
ADVENT VESPERS SERVICE ~ “Peace Came to Earth” 
 

DECEMBER 13, 2023  |  7 PM 
 

PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL  T  SEEK THE THIRSTY  T TEACH THE WORD 
 

 

Welcome   
 

If you are watching our livestream for the first time, 
please fill out a Connection Card so we may get to 
know you better by scanning this QR code. 

 

 

 As We Gather 
 

As we pause to contemplate His Word during this second week of Advent, Jesus comes to us where we 
are and says, “My peace I give to you” (John 14:27).  This peace does not come through our attempts to 
remove ourselves from reality or rearrange the broken pieces of our past.  No, it is only by the grace of 
God that we now receive His peace, His forgiveness, and His restoration through faith in His promises.  
Gathering us from far and near, no matter who we are or where we have been, our Advent King gives us 
His peace by means of His death and resurrection.  When we trust in Him, we will not simply feel better 
with a short-term stillness; we will stand fully forgiven by Jesus and at permanent peace with our God. 
 

The service in its entirety is printed in this worship folder. 
 

 

In the Name of Jesus 
 

OPENING HYMN O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB 357, v. 1-4 
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 
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INVOCATION   Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 
OPENING SENTENCES  Psalm 51:15, 70:1        
 

P O Lord, open my lips, 
C And my mouth will declare Your praise. 
  
P Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
C Make haste to help me, O Lord. 
  
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.  
 Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us. 
 
INTROIT  Psalm 85:1-7; antiphon: v.9 
 

P Surely His salvation is near to those who fear Him, that glory may dwell in our land. 
C LORD, You were favorable to Your land; You restored the fortunes of Jacob. 
 
P You forgave the iniquity of Your people; You covered all their sin. 
C You withdrew all Your wrath; You turned from Your hot anger. 
 
P Restore us again, O God of our salvation, and put away Your indignation toward us! 
C Will You be angry with us forever?  Will You prolong Your anger to all generations? 
 
P Will You not revive us again, that Your people may rejoice in You? 
C Show us Your steadfast love, O LORD, and grant us Your salvation. 
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C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.  
 
FIRST READING  Ephesians 2:12-18 
 

 12Remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of 
Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.  13But 
now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.  14For He 
Himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in His flesh the dividing wall of 
hostility 15by abolishing the law of commandments and ordinances, that He might create in Himself one 
new man in place of the two, so making peace, 16and might reconcile us both to God in one body through 
the cross, thereby killing the hostility.  17And He came and preached peace to you who were far off and 
peace to those who were near.  18For through Him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 
  

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
THE HOLY GOSPEL  John 14:25-31 
 

 25“These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you.  26But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom 
the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I 
have said to you.  27Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you.  Not as the world gives do I give to 
you.  Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.  28You heard Me say to you, ‘I am going 
away, and I will come to you.’  If you loved Me, you would have rejoiced, because I am going to the 
Father, for the Father is greater than I.  29And now I have told you before it takes place, so that when it 
does take place you may believe.  30I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is 
coming.  He has no claim on Me, 31but I do as the Father has commanded Me, so that the world may 
know that I love the Father.  Rise, let us go from here. 
  

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
ADVENT RESPONSORY  LSB, p. 230 
 

P Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch. 
C This is the name by which He will be called:  The Lord is Our Righteousness. 
 
P In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. 
C This is the name by which He will be called:  The Lord is Our Righteousness. 
 
P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C This is the name by which He will be called:  The Lord is Our Righteousness. 
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SERMON HYMN Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates LSB 341, v. 1-3 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
SERMON “Peace to All, Near and Far” Rev. Shawn Deterding 

 
ANTIPHON  LSB, p. 231 
 

P Let my prayer rise before You as incense, 
C And the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
 
MAGNIFICAT  ( ! = Left side; @ = Right Side) LSB, p. 231-32 
 

C My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God, my Savior; 
! For He has regarded the lowliness of His handmaiden. 
@ For behold, from this day all generations will call me blessed. 
! For the Mighty One has done great things to me, and holy is His name; 
@ And His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to generation. 
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! He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
@ He has cast down the mighty from their thrones and has exalted the lowly. 
! He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent empty away. 
@ He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy as He spoke to our fathers, to 

Abraham and to his seed forever. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.  
 
OFFERING   
 
KYRIE  LSB, p. 233 
 

P Lord, have mercy. 
C Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  LSB, p. 233 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven… 

 
COLLECTS   
 

P O Lord, hear my prayer. 
C And let my cry come to You. 
 

[After each Collect, Congregation will respond, “Amen”.] 

 
BENEDICAMUS  LSB, p. 234 
 

P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
BENEDICTION  LSB, p. 234 
 

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB 357, v. 5-7 
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Acknowledgements: Adapted from Vespers Service, © 2023 Concordia Publishing House.  Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English 
Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved.  Quotations marked LSB are from Lutheran 
Service Book, copyright © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.  All rights reserved.  

 
Worship with us next Wednesday, December 20! 

 

6 PM – Advent Fellowship Meal (Potluck) 
Please bring a favorite dish to share!  If your dish contains nuts, please mark as such. 

7 PM – Advent Vespers Service – “OUR PEACE RESTS ON HIM ALONE” 
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