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WATER OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH  
TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

NOVEMBER 19, 2023  |  8 AM 
 

PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL  T  SEEK THE THIRSTY  T TEACH THE WORD 
 
 

  Welcome    
 

 If you are watching our livestream for the first time, please fill 
out a Connection Card so we may get to know you better.  Simply scan this QR 
code and follow the instructions. 

 
 

  As We Gather    
 

This Sunday and next we will consider how we should live between now and the Last Day.  
A Gospel-centered life means letting the Good News affect how we live in love today.  Paul says we 
should “encourage one another and build one another up” (1 Thess. 5:11).  We dare not keep our 
talents hidden, for they belong to God and should be invested!  The Good News—that our Savior will 
return on that Day—is reason enough to take risks, investing our faith in loving the people around us. 
 
The service in its entirety is printed in this service bulletin. 

 
 

  Preparation    

 
OPENING HYMN Lord, Open Now My Heart to Hear LSB 908 
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INVOCATION 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen.  Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 

 
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION  Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; 32:5        
 

P Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C Who made heaven and earth. 
 
P  I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.    
 
(Silence for reflection and self-examination) 
 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have 

ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment.  But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord 
Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

  Service of the Word    
 

INTROIT    Psalm 143:2, 5-6, 10-11; antiphon: v.1 

 
 

P Hear my prayer, O Lord; give ear to my pleas for mercy!  In your faithfulness answer me, in your 
righteousness! 
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C Enter not into judgment with your servant, for no one living is righteous before you. 
 
P I remember the days of old; I meditate on all that you have done; I ponder the work of your 

hands. 
C I stretch out my hands to you; my soul thirsts for you like a parched land. 
 
P Teach me to do your will, for you are my God!  Let your good Spirit lead me on level ground! 
C For your name’s sake, O Lord, preserve my life!  In your righteousness bring my soul out of 

trouble! 
 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 
KYRIE   
 

P Lord, have mercy. 
C Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS All Glory Be to God Alone LSB 948 (v. 1-2, 5) 
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SALUTATION   
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY    
 

P Let us pray.   
C Almighty and ever-living God, You have given exceedingly great and precious promises 

to those who trust in You.  Dispel from us the works of darkness and grant us to live in 
the light of Your Son, Jesus Christ, that our faith may never be found wanting; through 
the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING  Zephaniah 1:7-16 
 

 7Be silent before the Lord GOD!  For the day of the LORD is near; the LORD has prepared a sacrifice 
and consecrated his guests.  8And on the day of the LORD’s sacrifice— “I will punish the officials and the 
king’s sons and all who array themselves in foreign attire.  9On that day I will punish everyone who 
leaps over the threshold, and those who fill their master’s house with violence and fraud.” 
 10“On that day,” declares the LORD, “a cry will be heard from the Fish Gate, a wail from the Second 
Quarter, a loud crash from the hills.  11Wail, O inhabitants of the Mortar!  For all the traders are no 
more; all who weigh out silver are cut off.  12At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will 
punish the men who are complacent, those who say in their hearts, ‘The LORD will not do good, nor will 
he do ill.’  13Their goods shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste.  Though they build houses, 
they shall not inhabit them; though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them.” 
 14The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast; the sound of the day of the LORD is 
bitter; the mighty man cries aloud there.  15A day of wrath is that day, a day of distress and anguish, a 
day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness, 16a day 
of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements. 
 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
EPISTLE READING  1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
 

 1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have anything written 
to you.  2For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.  
3While people are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them 
as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.  4But you are not in darkness, 
brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief.  5For you are all children of light, children of the day.  
We are not of the night or of the darkness.  6So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep 
awake and be sober.  7For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are drunk at 
night.  8But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, 
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and for a helmet the hope of salvation.  9For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live 
with him.  11Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing. 
 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
(Please rise for the reading of the Holy Gospel) 
 
ALLELUIA (sung)  LSB, p. 205 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL  Matthew 25:14-30 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
 14[Jesus said:] “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to 
them his property.  15To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to 
his ability.  Then he went away.  16He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with 
them, and he made five talents more.  17So also he who had the two talents made two talents more.  
18But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s money.  
19Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them.  20And he 
who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you 
delivered to me five talents; here I have made five talents more.’  21His master said to him, ‘Well done, 
good and faithful servant.  You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much.  Enter into the 
joy of your master.’  22And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you 
delivered to me two talents; here I have made two talents more.’  23His master said to him, ‘Well done, 
good and faithful servant.  You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much.  Enter into the 
joy of your master.’  24He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew 
you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, 
25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground.  Here you have what is yours.’  26But his 
master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant!  You knew that I reap where I have not sowed 
and gather where I scattered no seed?  27Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, 
and at my coming I should have received what was my own with interest.  28So take the talent from him 
and give it to him who has the ten talents.  29For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will 
have an abundance.  But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away.  30And cast 
the worthless servant into the outer darkness.  In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.’ ” 
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED  (printed on the inside back cover of your hymnal) 
  
SERMON HYMN Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying LSB 516 
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SERMON  Rev. Shawn Deterding 

 
OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY (sung)  LSB 956 
 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; and uphold me with Thy free spirit.  Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

  Service of the Sacrament   

 
PREFACE    
 

P The Lord be with you.  2 Timothy 4:22 

C And also with you. 
 
P Lift up your hearts.  Colossians 3:1 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. Psalm 136 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose obedient 
death and glorious resurrection have opened eternal life to us, and who is with us that we may 
share His love until His second coming.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 

 
SANCTUS (sung)  (Tune: LSB 621) 
 

Sing we holy, holy, holy, joining saints and angels high; 
Throned above all earthly powers, Christ will ev’ry foe defy. 

Sing we songs of praise, hosanna!  Hail, Lord Jesus, God’s own Son! 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy and sent Your only-begotten 
Son to be our Savior.  Gathered in His name we ask You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and 
strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.  Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood 
as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth 
to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no 
end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, be all glory, 
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER   Matthew 6:9-13 

 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matt. 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-25 

 
PAX DOMINI  John 20:19 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
C Amen. 

 
AGNUS DEI  (sung)  LSB, p. 163 
 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 
DISTRIBUTION  ~ Welcome to the Lord’s table.  (An usher will direct you.) 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee LSB 632 
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  (sung)  (Tune: LSB 621) 
 

We depart, Lord, with Your blessing; Filled with joy we leave this place. 
In Your Word and at Your Table, You have shown us love and grace. 

Praise we Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, now and for eternity. 

 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  
 

P We give thanks to You, heavenly Father, that You have assured us of sins forgiven, so that 
with joy we may share Your love each day until Your Son returns to usher us into Your eternal 
presence; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
BENEDICAMUS   
 

P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
BENEDICTION    Numbers 6:24-26 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.   
C Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise LSB 917 
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             

 
Acknowledgements:  Scripture quotations, unless noted otherwise, are taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, 
a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission.  
 
 
 

 Tithes & Offerings 
 
 
 
 

Tithes and offerings may be given through your banking institution’s bill pay service, online via our 
website, or by texting your amount to 469-515-8118.  

 

 

Contact Us 
 
 
 

WATER OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH   |   12340 F.M. 1641   |   P. O. Box 2146   |   Forney, TX 75126 
Website:  www.wateroflifelc.org 
Office Email:  terri@wateroflifelc.org 
 
REV. SHAWN DETERDING 
Email:  pastorshawn@wateroflifelc.org 
Cell:  785-914-9003 

http://www.wateroflifelc.org/
mailto:terri@wateroflifelc.org
mailto:pastorshawn@wateroflifelc.org

