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WATER OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 

OCTOBER 22, 2023  |  8 AM 
 

PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL  T  SEEK THE THIRSTY  T TEACH THE WORD 
 
 

  Welcome    
 

If you are watching our livestream for the first time, please fill out 
a Connection Card so we may get to know you better.  Simply scan this QR code and 
follow the instructions. 

 
 

  As We Gather    
 

The most profound comfort lies in the assurance that God is always working out His purpose no matter 
the circumstances or the people.  God’s saving purpose cannot be thwarted.  He is in charge—not just 
of the ups and downs of this world’s good and bad news but for the sake of His saving work.  Jesus’ 
power is greater than every other power, and His saving purpose will prevail.  This is our comfort. 
 
The service in its entirety is printed in this service bulletin. 
 

 
 
 

  Preparation    

 
OPENING HYMN Blessed Jesus, at Your Word LSB 904 
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INVOCATION 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen.  Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 

 
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION         
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness.  1 John 1:8-9 
 
(Silence for reflection and self-examination) 
 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

  
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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  Service of the Word    

 
INTROIT    Psalm 121:1-8 

 
 

P I lift up my eyes to the hills.  From where does my help come? 
C My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
 
P He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber. 
C Behold, he who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. 
 
P The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your shade on your right hand. 
C The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 
P The Lord will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life. 
C The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in from this time forth and 

forevermore. 
 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 
KYRIE  LSB, p. 152-53 
 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord.  C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation  
 let us pray to the Lord.  C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the  
 Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their  
 worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. C Amen. 

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS  LSB, p. 154 

 

P Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 
 

 



4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
SALUTATION   
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY    
 

P Let us pray.   
C O God, the protector of all who trust in You, have mercy on us that, with You as our ruler 

and guide, we may so pass through things temporal that we lose not the things eternal; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING  Isaiah 45:1-7 
 

1Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped, 
 to subdue nations before him and to loose the belts of kings, 
 to open doors before him that gates may not be closed: 
2“I will go before you and level the exalted places, 
 I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the bars of iron, 
3I will give you the treasures of darkness and the hoards in secret places, 
 that you may know that it is I, the LORD, the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 
4For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, 
 I call you by your name, I name you, though you do not know me. 
5I am the LORD, and there is no other, besides me there is no God; 
 I equip you, though you do not know me, 
6that people may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, 
 that there is none besides me; I am the LORD, and there is no other. 
7I form light and create darkness, I make well-being and create calamity, 
 I am the LORD, who does all these things.” 
 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
EPISTLE READING  1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
 

 1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ:  Grace to you and peace. 
 2We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers, 
3remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of 
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.  4For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5because 
our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full 
conviction.  You know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake.  6And you became 
imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy 
Spirit, 7so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.  8For not only 
has the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God has 
gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say anything.  9For they themselves report concerning us 
the kind of reception we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living 
and true God, 10and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers 
us from the wrath to come. 
 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
(Please rise for the reading of the Holy Gospel) 
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ALLELUIA  LSB, p. 156 

 

 

 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL  Matthew 22:15-22 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 15Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle [Jesus] in his talk.  16And they sent their 
disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are true and teach the 
way of God truthfully, and you do not care about anyone’s opinion, for you are not swayed by 
appearances.  17Tell us, then, what you think.  Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?”  18But Jesus, 
aware of their malice, said, “Why put me to the test, you hypocrites?  19Show me the 
coin for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius.  20And Jesus said to them, “Whose 
likeness and inscription is this?”  21They said, “Caesar’s.”  Then he said to them,  
“Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s,  and to God the things that 
are God’s.”  22When they heard it, they marveled.  And they left him and went away. 
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
NICENE CREED   
 

ALL I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
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And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
     and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the life T of the world to come.  Amen. 

 
SERMON HYMN O God, Forsake Me Not LSB 731 
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SERMON  Rev. Shawn Deterding 
 
OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY  LSB, p. 159-160 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

  Service of the Sacrament   

 

PREFACE    
 

P The Lord be with you.  2 Timothy 4:22 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts.  Colossians 3:1 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. Psalm 136 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord who, having 
created all things, took on human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary.  For our sake He died 
on the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining 
for You a holy people.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
SANCTUS (sung)  LSB, p. 161 

 

 

 

 

 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

P God of all mercy and grace, You revealed Your love to us in Your Son, Jesus Christ.  As He has 
accomplished all things for our salvation, grant us Your Holy Spirit so that we may believe in Him 
with all our hearts, bodies, souls, and minds, and confess Him boldly before the world.  Be with 
us as we approach now His Table there to receive His own testament of His flesh in bread and 
His blood in wine, for the forgiveness of our sins and as the foretaste of the eternal to come.  To 
You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13 
 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven…  

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matt. 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-25 

 
PAX DOMINI  John 20:19 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
C Amen. 

 
AGNUS DEI  (sung)  LSB, p. 163 
 

 

 

 

 
 
DISTRIBUTION  ~ Welcome to the Lord’s table.  (An usher will direct you.) 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord LSB 637 
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  (sung)  LSB, p. 164-65 
 

 

 

 

 
  

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  
 

P We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and 
we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward 
You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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BENEDICAMUS   
 

P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
BENEDICTION    Numbers 6:24-26 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.   
C Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng LSB 813 
 

 

 

 

 
 
5 Still lift your standard high, 

    Still march in firm array, 
As pilgrims through the darkness wend 
    Till dawns the golden day. Refrain 
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6 At last the march shall end; 
    The wearied ones shall rest; 
The pilgrims find their home at last, 
    Jerusalem the blest. Refrain 

 
D 7 Praise Him who reigns on high, 

    The Lord whom we adore: 
The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
    One God forevermore. Refrain 

 
             

 
Acknowledgements:  Scripture quotations, unless noted otherwise, are taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, 
a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission.  

  
Tithes & Offerings 

 

Tithes and offerings may be given through your banking institution’s bill pay service, online via our 
website, or by texting your amount to 469-515-8118.  
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