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WATER OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

 

MARCH 19, 2023  |  8 AM 
 

PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL  T  SEEK THE THIRSTY  T TEACH THE WORD 
 
 

  Welcome!    
 

If you are visiting today, please fill out a Connection Card so we may get to 
know you better.  Cards are available on the Welcome table (next to the bulletins) 
and may be placed in the offering plate/box.  Or simply scan this QR code. 
 
Prayer Requests can be submitted via the Connection Card, and WOL members 
can also update their contact information. 

 
 

  As We Gather    
 

Although we do not learn his name, in today’s Gospel reading, Jesus said of the man born blind that 
the works of God were displayed in him.  As the One brightening our lives with the light of salvation, 
Jesus brings a new vision to our lives—an eternal vision of life with God that never ends.  God knows 
our names.  He directs the cross currents of our daily lives.  In His light we see light! 
 

 

  Preparation    

 
OPENING HYMN Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain LSB 435 
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INVOCATION 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen.  Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 

 
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION  Heb. 10:22; Ps 124:8; Ps 32:5       
 

P Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C Who made heaven and earth. 
 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C And You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
(Silence for reflection and self-examination) 
 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have 

ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment.  But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

  
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord 
Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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  Service of the Word    
 

INTROIT    Psalm 27:4-6; antiphon: Ps. 25:15 

 
 

P My eyes are ever toward the Lord, for he will pluck my feet out of the net. 
C One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after:  that I may dwell in the house of 

the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to inquire in his 
temple. 

 
P For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; he will conceal me under the cover of his 

tent; he will lift me high upon a rock. 
C And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around me, and I will offer in his 

tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing and make melody to the Lord. 

 
GLORIA PATRI (sung)  LSB, p. 186 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

 
KYRIE (sung)  LSB, p. 186 

Lord, have mercy upon us.  Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
SALUTATION    
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY    
 

P Let us pray. 
C Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though we 

deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for all our needs of 
body and soul.  Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give 
thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING  Isaiah 42:14-21 
 

 14For a long time I have held my peace; I have kept still and restrained myself; now I will cry out like 
a woman in labor; I will gasp and pant.  15I will lay waste mountains and hills, and dry up all their 
vegetation; I will turn the rivers into islands, and dry up the pools.  16And I will lead the blind in a way 
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that they do not know, in paths that they have not known I will guide them.  I will turn the darkness 
before them into light, the rough places into level ground.  These are the things I do, and I do not 
forsake them.  17They are turned back and utterly put to shame, who trust in carved idols, who say to 
metal images, “You are our gods.”  18Hear, you deaf, and look, you blind, that you may see!  19Who is 
blind but my servant, or deaf as my messenger whom I send?  Who is blind as my dedicated one, or 
blind as the servant of the LORD?  20He sees many things, but does not observe them; his ears are open, 
but he does not hear.  21The LORD was pleased, for his righteousness’ sake, to magnify his law and make 
it glorious. 
 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
EPISTLE READING  Ephesians 5:8-14 
 

 8For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.  Walk as children of light 
9(for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), 10and try to discern what is 
pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For 
it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. 13But when anything is exposed by the 
light, it becomes visible, 14for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 

“Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, 
 and Christ will shine on you.” 

 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
(Please rise for the reading of the Holy Gospel) 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL  John 9:1-7, 13-17, 34-39 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the ninth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 1As [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from birth.  2And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”  3Jesus answered, “It was not that this man 
sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him.  4We must work the works 
of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work.  5As long as I am in the 
world, I am the light of the world.”  6Having said these things, he spat on the ground and made mud 
with the saliva.  Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud 7and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool 
of Siloam” (which means Sent).  So he went and washed and came back seeing. … 
 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind.  14Now it was a Sabbath day 
when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes.  15So the Pharisees again asked him how he had 
received his sight.  And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.”  16Some of 
the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.”  But others said, 
“How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?”  And there was a division among them.  17So they said 
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again to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?”  He said, “He is 
a prophet.” … 
 34They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?”  And they cast him out.  
 35Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son 
of Man?”  36He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?”  37Jesus said to him, “You have 
seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.”  38He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him.  
39Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, that those who do not see may see, and those who 
see may become blind.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED   
 

ALL I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven 
  and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

   and the life T everlasting.  Amen. 
 
SERMON HYMN My Song Is Love Unknown LSB 430 
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5 They rise and needs will have 

    My dear Lord made away; 
A murderer they save, 
    The Prince of Life they slay. 
Yet cheerful He 
    To suff’ring goes 
    That He His foes 
From thence might free. 

 
6 In life no house, no home 

    My Lord on earth might have; 
In death no friendly tomb 
    But what a stranger gave. 
What may I say? 
    Heav’n was His home 
    But mine the tomb 
Wherein He lay. 

 
7 Here might I stay and sing, 

    No story so divine! 
Never was love, dear King, 
    Never was grief like Thine. 
This is my friend, 
    In whose sweet praise 
    I all my days 
Could gladly spend! 

 
SERMON  Rev. Shawn Deterding 
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OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY (sung)  LSB, p. 192-93 
 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

  Service of the Sacrament    

 

PREFACE    
 

P The Lord be with you.  2 Timothy 4:22 

C And also with you. 
 
P Lift up your hearts.  Colossians 3:1 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. Psalm 136 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, Lord our God, for You have had mercy on us and sent Your only-begotten Son, the perfect 
substitute, to bring us salvation.  Pour out upon us the gift of Your Spirit, that we may receive 
Your blessings with thankfulness.  Grant that we may receive the body and blood of our Lord as 
the guarantee of our salvation and as a foretaste of the feast to come in Your eternal kingdom.  
Together with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify 
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
SANCTUS  LSB, p. 195 
 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 
  

P Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory.  

C Hosanna in the highest. 
 
P Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord.   

C Hosanna in the highest. 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

P Lord of heaven and earth, we praise You for bringing light to a darkened world.  We bless You 
for calling us to be people who walk as children of the light, secure in the currents of the world 
around us.  We thank You for inviting us to Your Holy Table. Joined together in the name of our 
Lord and as one with the communion of saints, we pray You to pour out Your Holy Spirit upon 
us to sanctify and renew us in body and soul for the sake of Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

C Amen. 
 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13 
 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven…  
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matt. 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-25 

 
PAX DOMINI  John 20:19 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
C Amen. 
 
AGNUS DEI  (sung)  LSB, p. 198 
 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace.  Amen. 
 

DISTRIBUTION  ~ Welcome to the Lord’s table.   
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN O Living Bread from Heaven LSB 642 
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NUNC DIMITTIS (sung)  LSB, p. 199-200 
 

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 

a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  
 

P We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and 
we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward 
You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
BENEDICAMUS   
 

P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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BENEDICTION    Numbers 6:24-26 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.   
C Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN Sent Forth by God’s Blessing LSB 643 
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               

 
Acknowledgements:  Scripture quotations, unless noted otherwise, are taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, © 2001 by Crossway Bibles  a publishing 
ministry of Good News Publishers.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission.   
 

 
 

Altar Flowers 
 

The altar flowers this week are given in praise and glory to God by Don & Vivian T. in honor of their 
granddaughter’s birthday. 

 
Tithes & Offerings 

 

Tithes and offerings may be given through your banking institution’s bill pay service, online via our 
website, or by texting your amount to 469-515-8118.   

 
Lenten Worship Schedule ~ Join us each week! 
 

March 22 (Wednesday) 
6 PM – Fellowship Meal (Soups & Salads)  
7 PM – Promised Treasures – Bread of Life 
 
March 29 (Wednesday) 
6 PM – Fellowship Meal (Potluck)  
7 PM – Promised Treasures – Palms & Victory 

 
Contact Us 
 

Water of Life Lutheran Church    
12340 FM 1641  |  PO Box 2146  |  Forney, TX 75126  |  972-552-9393 
 

Rev. Shawn Deterding 
Cell: 785-914-9003  |  pastorshawn@wateroflifelc.org 
 

Website:  www.wateroflifelc.org         Office Email:  terri@wateroflifelc.org  

http://www.wateroflifelc.org/
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Holy Week Worship Schedule 
 

April 2 ~ PALM SUNDAY / SUNDAY OF THE PASSION 
8 AM – Traditional Worship Service with Holy Communion 
9:30 AM – Sunday School & Bible Study 
11 AM – Contemporary Worship Service with Holy Communion 
 
April 6 ~ MAUNDY THURSDAY 
7 PM – Maundy Thursday Worship with Holy Communion 
 
April 7 ~ GOOD FRIDAY 
7 PM – Good Friday Tenebrae Vespers 
 
April 9 ~ EASTER SUNDAY ~ The Resurrection of Our Lord! 
8 AM – Sunrise Prayer Service (outdoors, weather permitting) 
9 AM – Easter Worship Service with Holy Communion 
10:30 AM – Easter Egg Hunt (for all kids 12 & under) 
10:30 AM – Easter Breakfast 
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