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WATER OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 

 

MARCH 5, 2023  |  8 AM 
 

PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL  T  SEEK THE THIRSTY  T TEACH THE WORD 

 
 

  Welcome!    
 

If you are visiting today, please fill out a Connection Card so we may get to 
know you better.  Cards can be completed by scanning this QR code. 
 
Prayer Requests can be submitted via the Connection Card, and WOL members 
can also update their contact information. 

 
 

  As We Gather    
 

Nicodemus, to whom Jesus explained the Gospel in great detail, kept his association with the Lord a 
secret.  Even at the time of the burial of Jesus after the crucifixion, Nicodemus labors with Joseph of 
Arimathea “secretly for fear of the Jews” (John 19:38).  It is well that we are reminded as we confess in 
the Nicene Creed that “for us men and for our salvation” our Lord “was made man.”  As imperfect and 
very human people, we are assured by the Spirit that we are loved by God, who knows us as we are, 
and that we truly are “precious in the sight of the LORD” in life and in death (Psalm 116:15). 
 

 
  Preparation    

 
OPENING HYMN Just As I Am, Without One Plea LSB 570 
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5 Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
Because Thy promise I believe, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
6 Just as I am; Thy love unknown 

Has broken ev’ry barrier down; 
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
INVOCATION 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen.  Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 

 
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION  Heb. 10:22; Ps 124:8; Ps 32:5       
 

P Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C Who made heaven and earth. 
 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C And You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
(Silence for reflection and self-examination) 
 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have 

ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment.  But I am 
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heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

  
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord 
Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

  Service of the Word    
 

INTROIT    Psalm 105:4-7; antiphon: v. 8 

 
 

P He remembers His covenant forever, the word that He commanded, for a thousand generations. 
C Seek the Lord and his strength; seek his presence continually! 
 
P Remember the wondrous works that he has done, his miracles, and the judgments he uttered, 
C O offspring of Abraham, his servant, children of Jacob, his chosen ones! 
 
P He is the Lord our God; His judgments are in all the earth. 
 
GLORIA PATRI (sung)  LSB, p. 186 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

 
KYRIE (sung)  LSB, p. 186 

Lord, have mercy upon us.  Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
SALUTATION    
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY    
 

P Let us pray. 
C O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength.  By Your mighty power defend us 

from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that may 
assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING  Genesis 12:1-9 

 1The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the 
land that I will show you.  2And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your 
name great, so that you will be a blessing.  3I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors 
you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
 4So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him.  Abram was seventy-five years 
old when he departed from Haran.  5And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all 
their possessions that they had gathered, and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set 
out to go to the land of Canaan.  When they came to the land of Canaan, 6Abram passed through the 
land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh.  At that time the Canaanites were in the land.  
7Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.”  So he built there 
an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him.  8From there he moved to the hill country on the east 
of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east.  And there he built an altar 
to the LORD and called upon the name of the LORD. 9And Abram journeyed on, still going toward the 
Negeb. 
 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE READING  Romans 4:1-8, 13-17 
 

 1What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh?  2For if 
Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God.  3For what does 
the Scripture say?  “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.”  4Now to the 
one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due.  5And to the one who does not work 
but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, 6just as David also 
speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works: 7“Blessed are 
those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; 8blessed is the man against whom 
the Lord will not count his sin.” . . . 
 13For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not come 
through the law but through the righteousness of faith.  14For if it is the adherents of the law who are 
to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void.  15For the law brings wrath, but where there is no 
law there is no transgression. 
 16That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to 
all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of 
Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”—in 
the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the 
things that do not exist. 
 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
(Please rise for the reading of the Holy Gospel) 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL  John 3:1-17 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.  2This man came to 
Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can 
do these signs that you do unless God is with him.”  3Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 
unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”  4Nicodemus said to him, “How can a 
man be born when he is old?  Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?”  
5Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter 
the kingdom of God.  6That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is 
spirit.  7Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes, 
and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes.  So it is with 
everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 
 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?”  10Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of 
Israel and yet you do not understand these things?  11Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we 
know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony.  12If I have told 
you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things?  13No one 
has ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man.  14And as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in 
him may have eternal life. 
 16“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life.  17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but 
in order that the world might be saved through him.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED   
 

ALL I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven 
  and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

   and the life T everlasting.  Amen. 
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SERMON HYMN God Loved the World So That He Gave LSB 571 
 

 

 

 
 
5 If you are sick, if death is near, 

This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; 
That is the firmest ground of faith. 

 
D 6 Glory to God the Father, Son, 

And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 
To You, O blessèd Trinity, 
Be praise now and eternally! 

 
SERMON  Rev. Shawn Deterding 
 
OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY (sung)  LSB, p. 192-93 
 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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  Service of the Sacrament    
 

PREFACE    
 

P The Lord be with you.  2 Timothy 4:22 

C And also with you. 
 
P Lift up your hearts.  Colossians 3:1 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. Psalm 136 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, for You have 
brought to us the gift of Your salvation in our lives.  Above all, we bless You and give thanks for 
Your love for the world shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son not to condemn the 
world but as the conqueror of death.  Through the working of Your Holy Spirit, bestow upon us 
Your peace and abiding joy, Lord, now and forever. Together with angels and archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 
You and saying: 

 
SANCTUS  LSB, p. 195 
 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 
  

P Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory.  

C Hosanna in the highest. 
 
P Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord.   

C Hosanna in the highest. 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

P O Lord of heaven and earth, we thank You for having sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, to 
be our Redeemer, saving us from the power of sin, death, and the devil, and blessing our lives 
with lasting peace.  Invited by Your grace, we come to Your Table with gratitude and joy for all 
Your gifts to us.  Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood that we grow as people of 
faith and peace, hope-filled and eagerly awaiting the eternal feast in glory everlasting. 

C Amen. 

 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13 
 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven…  
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matt. 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-25 

 
PAX DOMINI  John 20:19 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
C Amen. 

 
AGNUS DEI  (sung)  LSB, p. 198 
 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace.  Amen. 

 
DISTRIBUTION  ~ Welcome to the Lord’s table.  (An usher will direct you.) 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord LSB 634 
 

 

 

 
 
5 We dare not ask how this can be, 

But simply hold the mystery 
And trust this word where life begins: 
“Given and shed for all your sins.” 
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6 They who this word do not believe 
This food unworthily receive, 
Salvation here will never find— 
May we this warning keep in mind! 

 
7 But blest is each believing guest 

Who in these promises finds rest; 
For Jesus shall in love remain 
With all who here His grace obtain. 

 
8 Help us sincerely to believe 

That we may worthily receive 
Your Supper and in You find rest. 
Amen! They who believe are blest. 

 
NUNC DIMITTIS (sung)  LSB, p. 199-200 
 

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 

a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  
 

P Gracious God, our heavenly Father, we thank You for having welcomed us at Your Table, giving 
us a foretaste of the feast to come in Your eternal kingdom.  Strengthen us through this blessed 
gift that we may live in hope-filled anticipation of the end of all earthly things and await with joy 
Your final coming in glory.  Grant that Your Holy Spirit enlighten us with His gifts that we be kept 
in the true faith until the last and greatest day of our Lord’s return; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
BENEDICAMUS   
 

P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
BENEDICTION    Numbers 6:24-26 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.   
C Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me LSB 722 
 

 

 

 

 
 

               
 
Acknowledgements:  Scripture quotations, unless noted otherwise, are taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, © 2001 by Crossway Bibles  a publishing 
ministry of Good News Publishers.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission.  Hymns are public domain. 
 

 
 
 

Tithes & Offerings 
 

Tithes and offerings may be given through your banking institution’s bill pay service, online via our 
website, or by texting your amount to 469-515-8118.   
 

Contact Us 
 

Water of Life Lutheran Church    
12340 FM 1641  |  PO Box 2146  |  Forney, TX 75126  |  972-552-9393 
 

Rev. Shawn Deterding 
Cell: 785-914-9003  |  pastorshawn@wateroflifelc.org 
 

Website:  www.wateroflifelc.org         Office Email:  terri@wateroflifelc.org  

http://www.wateroflifelc.org/
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Lenten Worship Schedule ~ Join us each week! 
 

Wednesday, MARCH 8 
6 PM – Fellowship Meal (Sandwiches & Sides)  
7 PM – Promised Treasures – Water Gives You Life 
 
Wednesday, MARCH 15 
6 PM – Fellowship Meal (Italian theme)  
7 PM – Promised Treasures – Light Shining in the Darkness 
 
Wednesday, MARCH 22 
6 PM – Fellowship Meal (Soups & Salads)  
7 PM – Promised Treasures – Bread of Life 
 
Wednesday, MARCH 29 
6 PM – Fellowship Meal (Potluck)  
7 PM – Promised Treasures – Palms & Victory 
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