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WATER OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH
THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT
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PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL -1~ SEEK THE THIRSTY -1~ TEACH THE WORD

# As We Gathev

The prophet Isaiah encouraged his people by assuring them that God would bring about justice to His
enemies. God alone knows what is appropriate for each situation and what each person truly deserves.
And ultimately, Christ's coming will make all things right again.
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OPENING HYMN Savior of the Nations, Come LSB 332
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That the Lord chose such a birth.
Wom - an’s off - spring, pure and fresh.
God was there up - on His throne.
His he - 10 - ic course be - gan.

5  God the Father was His source,
Back to God He ran His course.
Into hell His road went down,
Back then to His throne and crown.



6  For You are the Father's Son
Who in flesh the vict'ry won.
By Your mighty pow'r make whole
All our ills of flesh and soul.

7  From the manger newborn light
Shines in glory through the night.
Darkness there no more resides;
In this light faith now abides.

/A 8  Glory to the Father sing,
Glory to the Son, our king,
Glory to the Spirit be
Now and through eternity.

INVOCATION

P In the name of the Father and of the "I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen. Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION Heb. 10:22; Ps 124:8; Ps 32:5
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,

C Who made heaven and earth.

P | said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
C And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

(Silence for reflection and self-examination)

P O almighty God, merciful Father,

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have
ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But | am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your boundless
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word,
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord
Jesus Christ, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

C Amen.
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INTROIT Psalm 71:14-18; antiphon: Phil4 :4
P Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice.

C I will hope continually and will praise you yet more and more.

P My mouth will tell of your righteous acts, of your deeds of salvation all the day, for their number

is past my knowledge.
C With the mighty deeds of the Lord God | will come; | will remind them of your
righteousness, yours alone.

P O God, from my youth you have taught me, and | still proclaim your wondrous deeds.
C So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do not forsake me, until | proclaim your might
to another generation, your power to all those to come.

GLORIA PATRI (sung) LSB, p. 186

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

KYRIE (sung) LSB, p. 186
Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

SALUTATION

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.

C Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our
hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 35:1-10
"The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus;

%it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to

it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God.

3Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. “Say to those who have an anxious
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heart, “Be strong; fear not! Behold, your God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of God.
He will come and save you.” Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf
unstopped; %then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. For
waters break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; “the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water; in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, the grass shall
become reeds and rushes. 8And a highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Way of Holiness;
the unclean shall not pass over it. It shall belong to those who walk on the way; even if they are fools,
they shall not go astray. °No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall
not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. '°And the ransomed of the LORD shall return
and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness
and joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

R This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE READING James 5:7-11

"Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the
precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. ®You
also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. °Do not grumble against
one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door. '°As
an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.
""Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of
Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful.

R This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

(Please rise for the reading of the Holy Gospel)

ALLELUIA (sung) Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. LSB, p. 190

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 11:2-15

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

2When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples 3and said to
him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” “And Jesus answered them, “Go
and tell John what you hear and see: °the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are
cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to
them. ®And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”

’As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out
into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? ®What then did you go out to see? A man

dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings' houses. *What then did
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you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell you, and more than a prophet. °This is he of whom it is
written, ‘Behold, | send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you." "Truly,
| say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet
the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. "2From the days of John the Baptist
until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. "For all the
Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to
come. ""He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

NICENE CREED

ALL | believe in one God,
the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
| acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life -I- of the world to come. Amen.



SERMON HYMN

When All the World Was Cursed LSB 346
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And Him, as yet un-known, As Sav - ior he pro - claimed.
He tes-ti-fied of Him Of whom the proph - ets told:
Who for our peace and joy Will full a - tone-ment win.
Un - til we live with Him In His e - ter - nal day.
SERMON Rev. Shawn Deterding
OFFERING
OFFERTORY (sung) LSB, p. 192-93

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
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PREFACE

P The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts. Colossians 3:1

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. Psalm 136

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P It is truly good, right, and proper that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, because Your mercy attends us all our days.
Graciously You provide for all our wants of body and soul. As we live in Advent hope, we are
assured of the abiding presence of Christ, our King, in our lives and days. Therefore with angels
and archangels and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
forevermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS (sung) LSB, p. 195

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; Heav'n and earth are full of Thy glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He, blessed is He,
Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

P Blessed are You, O Lord of heaven and earth. We bless You for having sent Your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Lord, to give Himself as a perfect sacrifice for us so that our lives may know true
peace and endless joy. Invited by Your grace, we come to Your Table with thankful hearts.
Strengthen us through Christ's body and blood that we may continue as the people of Your
kingdom of peace, awaiting the eternal feast in glory everlasting.

C Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C Our Father who art in heaven...

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matt. 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-25



PAX DOMINI

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

AGNUS DEI (sung)

John 20:19

LSB, p. 198

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION ~ Welcome to the Lord’s table.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising LSB 375
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ren - der, Break - ing all the pow’rs of hell.
tressed us, We, the cap - tives, now are free.

5  Oh, the joy beyond expressing
When by faith we grasp this blessing,
And to You we come confessing
That Your love has set us free.

6 Gracious Child, we pray, O hear us,
From Your lowly manger cheer us,
Gently lead us and be near us

Till we join Your choir above.



NUNC DIMITTIS (sung) LSB, p. 199-200

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word,
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people,
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

P We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and
we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward
You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

BENEDICAMUS

P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.

C Amen.
CLOSING HYMN Jesus Came, The Heavens Adoring LSB 353
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Low - ly <came on earth to die; Al - le - lu - ia!
To an ear - nest, heart - felt prayer; Al - le - lu - ia!
Lead - ing souls re-deemed to heav’n. Al - le - lu - ia!
Cheers our hearts and dries our tears; Al - le - lu - ia!
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Acknowledgements: Scripture quotations, unless noted otherwise, are taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version, © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Used by
permission. Hymns are public domain.
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