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PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL -1~ SEEK THE THIRSTY -1~ TEACH THE WORD

# As We Gathev

The Advent season brings us the assurance that God's plan is still unfolding and that we continue to
abide in His peace. In this season of busyness, we can be peaceful and peaceable people by God's
grace!
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OPENING HYMN Arise, O Christian People LSB 354
o) . .
e e ==
& T E— R e
S ) I I ’J\/ I
1 A - rise, O Chris-tian peo - ple! Pre- pare your - selves to-
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day; Pre - pare to  greet the Sav - ior, Who takes your
best. Cast out what would of - fend Him, This great, this
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side, And help me to re - ceive You This bless - ed
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sins a - way. To us by grace a - lone The
heav’n-ly  guest. Make straight, make plain the way: The
soul shall lie. The heart sin - cere and right, That

Ad - vent - tide. From stall and man - ger low Come
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truth  and light were giv - en; The prom -ised Lord from
low - ly val - leys rais - ing, The heights of pride a -
heeds God’s in - vi-ta - tion And makes true prep - a -
now to dwell with-in me; riu sing Your prais - es
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heav - en To all the world s shown.
bas - ing, His  path all e - ven lay.
ra - tion— It is the Lord’s de - light.
glad - ly And forth Your glo - ry show.
INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father and of the "I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen. Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION Heb. 10:22; Ps 124:8; Ps 32:5
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C Who made heaven and earth.
P | said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
C And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

(Silence for reflection and self-examination)

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which | have
ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But | am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your boundless
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word,
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord
Jesus Christ, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 1+ Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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INTROIT Psalm 105:4-8; antiphon: Isaiah 40:3b
P In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
C Seek the Lord and his strength; seek his presence continually!
P Remember the wondrous works that he has done, his miracles, and the judgments he uttered,
C O offspring of Abraham, his servant, children of Jacob, his chosen ones!
P He is the Lord our God; his judgments are in all the earth.
C He remembers his covenant forever, the word that he commanded, for a thousand
generations.
GLORIA PATRI (sung) LSB, p. 186
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
KYRIE (sung) LSB, p. 186
Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
SALUTATION

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.

C Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His
coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 11:1-10

"There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear
fruit. 2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit
of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LorD. 3And his delight shall be in the
fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, *but
with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and he
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shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
>Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins. ®The wolf shall dwell
with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the lion and the
fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. "The cow and the bear shall graze; their young
shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. ®The nursing child shall play over the
hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. °They shall not hurt or
destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters
cover the sea.

%In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall the nations
inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.

R This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE READING Romans 15:4-13

“Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and
through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. *May the God of endurance and
encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 5that
together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. "Therefore
welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.

8For | tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God's truthfulness, in order
to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, ®and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for
his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore | will praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to your name.”
°And again it is said, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” ""And again, “Praise the Lord, all you
Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol him.” "2And again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will come, even
he who arises to rule the Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles hope.”

3May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy
Spirit you may abound in hope.

R This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

(Please rise for the reading of the Holy Gospel)

ALLELUIA (sung) Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. LSB, p. 190

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 3:1-12

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.



"In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, >"Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said,
"The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.”

“Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food was
locusts and wild honey. °Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going
out to him, ®and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.

’But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? ®Bear fruit in keeping with
repentance. °And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,” for | tell you,
God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. °Even now the axe is laid to the root
of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

"] baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than |, whose
sandals | am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. "2His
winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn,
but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED

ALL | believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God
the Father Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life I« everlasting. Amen.



SERMON HYMN On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry LSB 344
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2 Then cleansed be ev - ’ry life from sin; Make straight the
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that the Lord is nigh; A - wake and hear - ken,
way for God  with - in, And let us all our
and our great re - ward;  With - out Thy grace we
fall - en strong to stand; Show us the glo - ry
sets Thy peo - ple free, Whom with the Fa - ther
f) 4 ,
e ————————————1
KV I I w 1 i d i 1 al .‘I. OI i |
for he brings Glad tid - ings of the King of kings!
hearts pre - pare For Christ to come and en - ter there.
waste a - way Like flow’rs that with - er and de - cay.
of Thy face Till beau - ty springs in ev - ’ry place.
we a-dore And Ho - ly Spir - it ev - er- more.
SERMON Rev. Shawn Deterding
OFFERING
OFFERTORY (sung) LSB, p. 192-93

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
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PREFACE

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

2 Timothy 4:22



P Lift up your hearts. Colossians 3:1
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. Psalm 136
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. Trusting in Your promises, we bless You for
Your abiding presence in Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has come to this earth and has
taken upon Himself the sins of the world. By His sacrificial death and His glorious rising from
the grave, He has opened to us the very gates of heaven. With all the company around the
throne of the Lamb in His kingdom, we join the unending praises:
SANCTUS (sung) LSB, p. 195
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; Heav'n and earth are full of Thy glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He, blessed is He,
Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
P Blessed are You, O Lord of heaven and earth. We bless You for having sent Your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Lord, to give Himself as a perfect sacrifice for us so that our lives may know true
peace and endless joy. Invited by Your grace, we come to Your Table with thankful hearts.
Strengthen us through Christ's body and blood that we may continue as the people of Your
kingdom of peace, awaiting the eternal feast in glory everlasting.
C Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matt. 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-25



PAX DOMINI
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The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

AGNUS DEI (sung)

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION ~ Welcome to the Lord’s table.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN Come, Let Us Eat
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1 Come, let wus eat, for now the feast 1is spread,
2 Come, let wus drink, for now the wine 1is poured,
3 In His pres-ence now we meet and rest,
4 Rise, then, to spread a - broad God’s might -y Word,
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Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread.
Come, let wus drink, for now the wine 18 poured.
In His pres-ence now we meet and  rest.
Rise, then, to spread a - broad God’s might -y Word.
A Leader
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Our Lord’s bod - y let us take to - geth - er,
Je - sus’ blood poured let us drink to - geth - er,
In the pres - ence of our Lord we gath - er,
Je - sus s - en will bring in the King - dom,
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Our Lord’s bod - y et
Je - sus’ blood poured let
In the pres - ence of
Je - sus ris - en

will bring in

us take to - geth - er
us drink to - geth - er.
our Lord we  gath - er
the King - dom.

John 20:19

LSB, p. 198

LSB 626



NUNC DIMITTIS (sung)

LSB, p. 199-200

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word,
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people,
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

P We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and
we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward
You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

BENEDICAMUS

P Let us bless the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.

C Amen.

Numbers 6:24-26

CLOSING HYMN Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming LSB 359
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1 Lo, how a rose e’er bloom-ing From ten - der stem hath
21 - sa - 1ah ’twas fore - told it The rose 1 have in
3 This flow’r, whose fra-grance ten - der With sweet-ness fills the
4 0 Sav - ior, child of Mar - vy, Who felt our hu - man
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sprung! Of Jes - se’s lin-eage com -ing As proph-ets long have
mind; With Mar -y we be-hold it, The vir-gin moth - er
air, Dis - pels with glo-rious splen-dor The dark-ness ev - ry-

WOE; O Sav - ior, King of glo - ry, Who dost our

weak - ness
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sung, It came, a flow - ‘ret  bright, A - mid the
kind. To show God’s love a - right, She bore to
where. True man, yet ver -y God, From sin and
know:  Bring us at length we pray To the bright
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cold of  win - ter, When half - spent was the night.
us a Sav - ior,  When half - spent was the night.
death He saves us And light - ens ev - ’ry load.
courts of heav - en, And to the end - less day.
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Acknowledgements: Scripture quotations, unless noted otherwise, are taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing
ministry of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Hymns are public domain.
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