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WATER OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

 

DECEMBER 19, 2021  |  8 AM 
 

PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL  T  SEEK THE THIRSTY  T TEACH THE WORD 
 
 

  As We Gather   
 

“And He shall be their peace.”  That is how the prophet Micah described the coming Messiah.  
God’s people will not find their peace in a big bank account, or in being part of the right social 
circle, or in a political party or ideology.  Nor will peace be found in living good and upright lives.  
Our peace is found in the Messiah, in Jesus, in the Good Shepherd whose strength is the Lord.  
The angel’s announcement of Mary’s pregnancy had to be quite a surprise for her.  Pondering all 
these things in her heart, she found peace in God, who blessed her.  So she sang God’s praises, a 
song that we sing still today, the Magnificat, a powerful reminder that “He shall be their peace.” 
 
The service is printed in this service folder.  Hymns will be sung from the LSB hymnals located in 
the baskets underneath the seats.  Tithes and offerings may be placed in the offering box at the 
Sanctuary door as you exit. 
 

 

  Preparation   
 

OPENING HYMN The Night Will Soon Be Ending LSB 337 
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Text: © 1998 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110340712 
Tune: Public domain 

 
INVOCATION 
 

Pastor In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People Amen.  Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
 
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION  1 John 1:8-9       
 

Pastor If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
(Silence for reflection and self-examination) 
 
Pastor Let us confess our sins to God our Father. 
People Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your 
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present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

  
Pastor Almighty God in His mercy has given His only Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

 the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People Amen. 

 

  Service of the Word   
 
INTROIT  1 Samuel 2:1b, 2, 5b-7; antiphon : Luke 1:46b-47 
 

Pastor My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 
People My mouth derides my enemies, because I rejoice in your salvation.   
 
Pastor There is none holy like the Lord; there is none besides you; there is no rock like 
 our God. 
People The barren has borne seven, but she who has many children is forlorn. 
 
Pastor The Lord kills and brings to life; he brings down to Sheol and raises up. 
People The Lord makes poor and makes rich; he brings low and he exalts. 
 
ALL Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 
KYRIE  LSB 152-53 
Pastor In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

Pastor For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
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Pastor For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 
the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

 
 Pastor   For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 

 
Pastor Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 

 
SALUTATION    
 

Pastor The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY    
 

Pastor Let us pray. 
ALL Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins 

which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING  Micah 5:2-5a   
 

2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
 who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 
 one who is to be ruler in Israel, 
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 whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 
3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
 when she who is in labor has given birth; 
 then the rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel. 
4And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
 in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great 
 to the ends of the earth. 
5And he shall be their peace. 
 

Lector This is the Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
EPISTLE READING  Hebrews 10:5-10 
 

 5When Christ came into the world, he said, 

“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 
 but a body have you prepared for me; 
6in burnt offerings and sin offerings 
 you have taken no pleasure. 
7Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, 
 as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.’ ” 

8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and 
burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 9then he added, 
“Behold, I have come to do your will.”  He abolishes the first in order to establish the second.  
10And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once 
for all. 
 

Lector   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
(Please rise for the reading of the Holy Gospel) 
 
ALLELUIA & VERSE  LSB 156 
 

 



 
 

6 

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL  Luke 1:39-56  
 

Pastor The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 
People Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 39In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, 40and 
she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.  41And when Elizabeth heard the 
greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb.  And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 
42and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of 
your womb!  43And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me?  
44For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for 
joy.  45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to 
her from the Lord.” 
 46And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48for 
he has looked on the humble estate of his servant.  For behold, from now on all generations will 
call me blessed; 49for he who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name.  50And 
his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.  51He has shown strength with 
his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 52he has brought down the 
mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble estate; 53he has filled the hungry with 
good things, and the rich he has sent empty away.  54He has helped his servant Israel, in 
remembrance of his mercy, 55as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever.”  
56And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her home. 
  

Pastor This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
People Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
NICENE CREED   
 

ALL I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
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     very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
SERMON HYMN The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came LSB 356 
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Tune and text: Public domain 

 
SERMON  Rev. Shawn Deterding 
 
PRAYERS 
   

  Service of the  Sacrament  
 

PREFACE    
 

Pastor The Lord be with you.  2 Timothy 4:22 
People And also with you. 
 
Pastor Lift up your hearts.  Colossians 3:1 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. Psalm 136 
People It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
Pastor It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who made peace between God and humanity by dying on the cross and being 
raised by the Father.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company 
of heaven, we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 
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SANCTUS  LSB 161 
 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

Pastor Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of all creation, for You have had mercy on us 
and given Your only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish 
but have eternal life.  You sent Your Word into the world that all may see Your grace 
and truth in the flesh of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  We rejoice to give You 
thanks that You abide with us in His true presence by giving us to eat and to drink of 
His very body and blood in this Sacrament.  Grant that we receive Him now in joy and 
reflect the light of His grace to our world today in lives of holy living.  To You alone, 

 O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

People Amen. 

  
THE LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13 

 

Pastor Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
ALL Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
  give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matt. 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-25 

 
PAX DOMINI  John 20:19 
 

Pastor The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
People Amen. 
 
AGNUS DEI  LSB 163 
 

 

 

 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION  ~ Welcome to the Lord’s table.  (An usher will direct you.) 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB 357  
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5  O come, Thou Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. Refrain 
 

6  O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 
 

7  O come, Desire of nations, bind 
In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  
 

Pastor Lord God, we give You thanks for the peace that comes to us through Christ’s body 
and blood.  Help us to leave Your Table so filled with Your peace that it overflows 

 to our homes, our church, and our community; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People Amen. 
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BENEDICAMUS    Psalm 103:1 
 

Pastor Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
BENEDICTION    Numbers 6:24-26 
 

Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.   

People Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming LSB 359 
 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Go in peace 
 

T Join us for our Adult Bible Study class at 9:30 AM in the Sanctuary led by Pastor Deterding. 
T Sunday School for children and youth begins at 9:30 AM in the upstairs classrooms. 
 
Scripture quotations, unless noted otherwise, are taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry 
of Good News Publishers.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission.  Hymns are public domain. 

 

 
 

WATER OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

12340 FM 1641  |  P.O. Box 2146  |  Forney, TX  75126  
Main:  972-552-9393  |  terri@wateroflifelc.org 
 

REV. SHAWN DETERDING   
Cell:  785-914-9003  |  pastorshawn@wateroflifelc.org 
 

WEBSITE:  www.wateroflifelc.org 
 
TITHES & OFFERINGS 
Giving is an act of grace through which we gratefully respond to God’s kindness to us 
in Jesus Christ.  Tithes and offerings can be placed in the offering box at the Sanctuary 
doors as you exit.  Contributions can also be given through your banking institution’s 
online bill pay service, our website, or the Givelify mobile app.   

 
ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

Altar flowers beautify the Sanctuary and edify our worship services.  They are also a 
meaningful way to honor or remember a loved one.  If you would like to sponsor the altar 
flowers one week during the year, please sign up on the new 2022 calendar in the Narthex.  

Contributions can be placed in the offering box marked “Altar Flowers”.  See Susan Gabbard, Altar 
Guild Chair, with any questions.  Thank you! 
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