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WATER OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 

SEPTEMBER 12, 2021  |  8 AM 
 

PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL  T  SEEK THE THIRSTY  T TEACH THE WORD 
 
 

  As We Gather   
 

In today’s Readings, Jesus encounters another person possessed by an unclean spirit.  The young 
man’s father is distraught and desperate and utters these words: “I believe; help my unbelief!”  
Jesus does help the man’s unbelief by healing his son.  Jesus helps our unbelief as well in all that 
He does.  In His miracles and teaching, suffering and death, resurrection and ascension, Jesus calls 
us to faith.  And He calls us to be His witnesses. 
 
The service is printed in this service folder.  Hymns will be sung from the LSB hymnals located in 
the baskets underneath the seats.  Tithes and offerings may be placed in the offering box at the 
Sanctuary door as you exit. 
 

 

  Preparation   
 

WELCOME 
 

OPENING HYMN Today Your Mercy Calls Us LSB 915 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

 
INVOCATION 
 

Pastor In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People Amen.  Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 

 
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION       
 

Pastor I called on the name of the LORD: 
People O LORD, I believe.  Help my unbelief! 
 

Pastor The LORD has dealt bountifully with us. 
People The LORD has opened our ears. 
 

Pastor The LORD has delivered us from death. 
People He wipes away tears from all faces. 
Pastor He rescues our feet from stumbling, 
People And restores our tongues to proclaim His good news. 
  

Pastor Despite all of God’s actions on our behalf, we still struggle with sin in our lives.  Our 
tongues still curse.  Our feet still stumble.  Our ears still listen to lies and vicious 
gossip.  But our heavenly Father invites us to come to Him for restoration, renewal, 
and forgiveness. 

 
(Silence for reflection and self-examination) 
 
Pastor O almighty God, merciful Father, 
People I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
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punishment.  But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, 
and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

  

Pastor Almighty God in His mercy has given His only Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

 T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People Amen. 

 

  Service of the Word   
 

INTROIT  Psalm 31:14-16 
 

Pastor Be strong, and let your heart take courage, all you who wait for the Lord! 
People But I trust in you, O Lord; I say, “You are my God.”   
 

Pastor My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies and from my 
persecutors! 

People Make your face shine on your servant; save me in your steadfast love! 
 

ALL Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 
KYRIE  LSB 204 

 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS  LSB 204 
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SALUTATION    
 

Pastor The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY    
 

Pastor Let us pray. 
ALL Lord Jesus Christ, our support and defense in every need, continue to preserve 

Your Church in safety, govern her by Your goodness, and bless her with Your 
peace; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING  Isaiah 50:4-10   
 

4The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of those who are taught, 
 that I may know how to sustain with a word him who is weary. 
Morning by morning he awakens; 
 he awakens my ear to hear as those who are taught. 
5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 
 and I was not rebellious; I turned not backward. 
6I gave my back to those who strike, 
 and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard; 
 I hid not my face from disgrace and spitting. 
7But the Lord GOD helps me; 
 therefore I have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like a flint, 
 and I know that I shall not be put to shame. 
8He who vindicates me is near. 
 Who will contend with me?  Let us stand up together. 
 Who is my adversary?  Let him come near to me. 
9Behold, the Lord GOD helps me; who will declare me guilty? 
  Behold, all of them will wear out like a garment; 
 the moth will eat them up. 
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10Who among you fears the LORD 
 and obeys the voice of his servant? 
Let him who walks in darkness and has no light 
 trust in the name of the LORD and rely on his God. 
 

Lector This is the Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

  
EPISTLE READING  James 3:1-12  
 

 1Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will 
be judged with greater strictness.  2For we all stumble in many ways, and if anyone does not 
stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle his whole body.  3If we put bits 
into the mouths of horses so that they obey us, we guide their whole bodies as well.  4Look at the 
ships also: though they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are guided by a very 
small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs.  5So also the tongue is a small member, yet it 
boasts of great things. 
 How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire!  6And the tongue is a fire, a world of 
unrighteousness.  The tongue is set among our members, staining the whole body, setting on fire 
the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell.  7For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and 
sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by mankind, 8but no human being can tame the 
tongue.  It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison.  9With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with 
it we curse people who are made in the likeness of God.  10From the same mouth come blessing 
and cursing.  My brothers, these things ought not to be so.  11Does a spring pour forth from the 
same opening both fresh and salt water?  12Can a fig tree, my brothers, bear olives, or a grapevine 
produce figs?  Neither can a salt pond yield fresh water. 
 

Lector This is the Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
(Please rise for the reading of the Holy Gospel) 
 
ALLELUIA & VERSE  LSB 205 
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HOLY GOSPEL  Mark 9:14-29   
 

Pastor The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the ninth chapter. 
People Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 14When they came to the disciples, they saw a great crowd around them, and scribes arguing 
with them.  15And immediately all the crowd, when they saw him, were greatly amazed and ran up 
to [Jesus] and greeted him.  16And he asked them, “What are you arguing about with them?”  
17And someone from the crowd answered him, “Teacher, I brought my son to you, for he has a 
spirit that makes him mute.  18And whenever it seizes him, it throws him down, and he foams and 
grinds his teeth and becomes rigid.  So I asked your disciples to cast it out, and they were not 
able.”  19And he answered them, “O faithless generation, how long am I to be with you?  How long 
am I to bear with you?  Bring him to me.”  20And they brought the boy to him.  And when the 
spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about, 
foaming at the mouth.  21And Jesus asked his father, “How long has this been happening to him?”  
And he said, “From childhood.  22And it has often cast him into fire and into water, to destroy him.  
But if you can do anything, have compassion on us and help us.”  23And Jesus said to him, “If you 
can!  All things are possible for one who believes.”  24Immediately the father of the child cried out 
and said, “I believe; help my unbelief!”  25And when Jesus saw that a crowd came running 
together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “You mute and deaf spirit, I command you, 
come out of him and never enter him again.”  26And after crying out and convulsing him terribly, 
it came out, and the boy was like a corpse, so that most of them said, “He is dead.”  27But Jesus 
took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose.  28And when he had entered the house, his 
disciples asked him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?”  29And he said to them, “This kind 
cannot be driven out by anything but prayer.” 
Pastor This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
People Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
NICENE CREED   
 

ALL I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
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 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
SERMON HYMN O Bless the Lord, My Soul LSB 814 
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5  He fills the poor with good; 
    He gives the suff’rers rest. 
The Lord hath judgments for the proud 
    And justice for th’oppressed. 

 
6  His wondrous works and ways 

    He made by Moses known, 
But sent the world His truth and grace 
    By His belovèd Son. 

  Text and tune: Public domain 

 
SERMON  Rev. Shawn Deterding 
  
PRAYERS   

 

  Service of the  Sacrament  
 

PREFACE    
 

Pastor The Lord be with you.  2 Timothy 4:22 
People And also with you. 
 
Pastor Lift up your hearts.  Colossians 3:1 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. Psalm 136 
People It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who helps us in our unbelief by restoring and renewing us through His death 
and resurrection.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
SANCTUS  LSB 208 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

Pastor Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 
our Savior.  With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.  Gathered in the name 
and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and 
strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.  Grant us faithfully to eat His body and 
drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us together, we pray, 
from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the 
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 
preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13 

 

Pastor Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
ALL Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
  give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
  forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matt. 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-25 
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PAX DOMINI  John 20:19 
 

Pastor The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
People Amen. 

 
AGNUS DEI  LSB 210 
 

 

 

 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION  ~ Welcome to the Lord’s table.  (An usher will direct you.) 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN Jesus Comes Today with Healing LSB 620  
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5 Let me praise God’s boundless favor, 
Whose own feast of love I savor, 
    Bidden by His gracious call. 
Wedding garments He provides me, 
With a robe of white He hides me, 
    Fits me for the royal hall. 

 
6 Now have I found consolation, 

Comfort in my tribulation, 
    Balm to heal the troubled soul. 
God, my shield from ev’ry terror, 
Cleanses me from sin and error, 
    Makes my wounded spirit whole. 
Text: © David W. Rogner. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110340712; Tune: Public domain 

 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  
 

Pastor O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness 
sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You 
have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake 
Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we 
may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People Amen. 
 
BENEDICAMUS    Psalm 103:1 
 

Pastor Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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BENEDICTION    Numbers 6:24-26 
 

Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.   

People Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN Christ Be My Leader LSB 861 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: © 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110340712 
Tune: Public domain 

 
            

 

Go in peace 
 

Scripture quotations, unless noted otherwise, are taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry 
of Good News Publishers.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission.  Hymns are public domain. 
 

WATER OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
972-552-9393  |  terri@wateroflifelc.org  |  Website:  www.wateroflifelc.org 
12340 FM 1641  |  P.O. Box 2146  |  Forney, TX  75126  

 
REV. SHAWN DETERDING   
785-914-9003  (Mobile)  |  pastorshawn@wateroflifelc.org 
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TITHES & OFFERINGS 
Giving is an act of grace through which we gratefully respond to God’s kindness to us 
in Jesus Christ.  Tithes and offerings can be placed in the offering box at the Sanctuary 
doors as you exit.  Contributions can also be given through your banking institution’s 
online bill pay service, our website, or the Givelify mobile app.   

 
ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

The altar flowers this week are given in praise and glory to God by Frank & Shirley L. in 
thanksgiving for five generations of family. 
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